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W/ Life Art, Inc. is pleased to announce the In commemoration of this special anniversary of 
= release of “Liberty” as an unique printin _ Coach Bryant's final game, this historic Daniel A. 
our popular “Collegiate Classics Series.” The .~{.=/28SS3,. Moore painting of “Liberty” is being offered 
print has been reformatted to commemorate ip Poser in a limited edition of only 1,982 signed 
the 25" Anniversary of Coach Bryant's final //¥ “3-3, SA\ and numbered prints, plus, 192.A.Ps. 
game in the 1982 Liberty Bowl. This was // “~~ “\~ %A\\ The original “Liberty” seal is embossed in 
a fiercely fought battle, pitting Alabama's \\s silver in the margin of each print. 
Crimson Tide against the Fighting Illini of \ al = 3° Regular Edition Print — $95 
Illinois in freezing winds and temperatures \~ opus Artist’s Proof Print — $175 
that plummeted to 19°F. Coach Bryant's plan Nas re etek (as af seas Add $80 
to retire from coaching was widely reported and ——A are etcent re 
his players were determined to send him out as the 


(Prices do not include shipping charges or applicable tax.) 


winner and champion that he truly was. This they All prints include a Certifcate of Limited Edition, 
did with a victory of 21-15, which set the all-time a summary of the game and a key explaining the 
win record for Coach Bryant at 323. artist's symbolism in the painting. 
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Artist's preliminary compositional drawing for the original oil painting, “Third and Long.” 


N EW LIFE ART is pleased to announce the up- 
coming release of Third and Long, a Limited 
Edition Fine Art Print by artist Daniel A. Moore. This 
is the fourth issue in our Legendary Players Series. 
The painting depicts Derrick Thomas, sacking 
QB Lance Pavlas on “third and long,” during / 
the 1988 Texas A&M game, also known as_ | 
the “Hurricane Bowl.” This was Derrick’s | 
fourth of his five sacks during the game— \ 
a remarkable achievement that stands today 
as the Alabama all-time record for Most Sacks 
in a Game, while also setting the Single-Season Sack 

Record at 27. His performance helped spur the Tide to 
a 30-10 victory. Derrick Thomas had many inspiring 
games such as this one and is truly a Legendary Player. 
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Letter from the Editor 


Dear Fellow Crimson Tide Fans, 


get a lot of questions. I don’t get as many questions as Nick Saban, but I get a lot. Coach 
Saban categorizes the questions he gets: Good and Stupid. At least that’s the way he 
describes the only two types he gets from media. 

I think the questions I get are good ones, certainly reasonable questions. 

I get questions on our website, BamaMag.com. I get questions when I speak to alumni 
groups and Red Elephant Clubs and the like. I get questions on the radio. We have our own 
show, “Inside The Crimson Tide,” around the region from noon until 2 p.m. central time on 
Tuesdays. And I’m the guest on other radio shows. 

Most of the questions I get are about football, although as I once explained to former 
Alabama Basketball Coach Wimp Sanderson, “A coach has to be an expert in just one 
sport, but a sportswriter has to be an expert in every sport.” 

That’s not true, of course. You could put on the head of a pin what I know about 
gymnastics or rowing or any other sport I didn’t participate in as a kid. 

Iam not a coach. I don’t think in technical terms—what the offensive line is doing in its 
blocking, what kind of schemes the secondary is using, etc. But I can tell ifa quarterback can 
manage the offense and throw effectively, whether runners have room to run at right tackle, 
whether defenders are in position to make plays. I’ve been around sportswriters who know 
a lot of technical football, and they could answer some of the questions I don’t try. 

Here are just three questions I have had recently that I think are interesting. 

From a listener to our radio show: Do you think Alabama will ever be back? 

I told her, “Yes, I think Alabama will be back. Now, back like the 1960s and 1970s 
when Alabama was winning about 30 per cent of the national championships? Maybe not. 
I don’t see Coach Bryant around. But I don’t see him anywhere else, either, and I think with 
the advantages Alabama has in facilities and tradition and with what I consider to be an 
outstanding coaching staff, there is no reason for Alabama not to be back in the national 
championship picture.” 

From a radio host: If you were an Auburn fan, what would you be thinking the way Nick 
Saban is recruiting all the top players? 

I’m not an Auburn fan, but as an Alabama fan I don’t pay any attention to what Auburn 
is doing. I'd suggest they worry less about Alabama. 

From a retired sportswriter: Do you still like football? 

I told him do like football. I like the games.When I could go to practice (Saban doesn’t 
allow media to watch his practices), I enjoyed that. I enjoy interviewing players. I enjoy 
interviewing coaches, too, but Saban doesn’t allow his assistant coaches to be interviewed 
very often. As a spectator I also like almost all other college sports—just not the ones 
where the outcome is determined by a judge. 

And I like questions about football. B 


Sincerely, 
Kirk McNair 
Editor 
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Hungry 
For Wins 


Andre Smith loses weight 
and picks up steam 


labama running back Jimmy Johns was stopped after a modest 

gain, but a huge roar went up from the crowd at Bryant-Denny 
Stadium anyway. Crimson Tide fans weren't cheering for Johns’ run. 
They were reacting to something happening some 20 yards down 
the field. 

Andre Smith had done it again. 

On an otherwise unremarkable play early in the Crimson Tide’s 
season-opener, Smith drove a helpless Western Carolina defender 
deep into the secondary and planted him in the turf. Afterward, 
Alabama’s sophomore left tackle said he was just playing the way he 
had been coached. 

“He just was standing around,” Smith said. “I didn’t know the 
whistle had blown.” There had been no whistle and the opposing 
player paid for his rest. 

While the Bryant-Denny crowd exploded into appreciative cheers 
for Smith’s hustle, his teammates just laughed and shook their heads. 

“That’s just Andre. He’s the most awesome offensive lineman I’ve 
seen since I've been playing football,” said center Antoine Caldwell, 
a pretty good lineman in his own right. “I can’t say enough about him. 
He’s amazing. Does everything great players do.” 

Smith has been raising eyebrows since he first arrived on the 
Alabama campus in the fall of 2006, if not before then. Early in his 
first fall camp, he flattened fellow freshman Charlie Higgenbotham, a 
210-pound linebacker. The play, captured on video by various online 


media outlets, was passed around the Internet and a legend was born. 


The 6-foot-5, 340-odd-pound Smith more than lived up to the 
hype in his first season with the Crimson Tide. He beat out incumbent 
junior Chris Capps for the starting left tackle job in pre-season camp, 
an almost unheard-of accomplishment for a true freshman. 

He started every game last season, leading the team in snaps 
played (831) and earning Freshman All-America recognition from The 
Sporting News and first-team All-Southeastern Conference honors from 
league coaches. He also dealt out 62 knockdown blocks, several of the 
memorable variety. 

Perhaps the most talked-about block of Smith’s freshman year 
came against Arkansas when he caught Razorbacks defensive end 
Antwain Robinson looking the other way on a reverse run by Keith 
Brown. Smith pulverized Robinson, who had to leave the game 
temporarily due to injury (though he later returned to cause a key 
fumble late in Arkansas’ 24-23 double-overtime win). 

Smith also caught a game-tying, 2-yard touchdown pass in 
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Alabama's 34-31 loss to Oklahoma State in the 
Independence Bowl. Plays like that are just 
examples of Smith’s otherworldly athleticism. 

“He's definitely a man-child,” Alabama 
defensive end Wallace Gilberry said. “He’s 
one of a kind. He’s a big guy but moves 
really good. He’s quick on his feet and he 
knows how to get after it.” 

Indeed, Smith’s feet are what teammates 
and opponents rave about most. His flawless 
footwork allows him to move like a player 
100 pounds lighter. 

Alabama has featured numerous star 
offensive tackles over the years, producing 
All-Americas Billy Neighbors, Cecil Dowdy, 
Buddy Brown, Jim Bunch and Chris Samuels 
to name a few. But Smith might be the most 
gifted of them all. 

Combine Smith’s footwork with his size, 
strength and football acumen, and Alabama 
has the prototypical left tackle, Vanderbilt 
coach Bobby Johnson said. 

“Andre Smith is huge and he’s got 
great feet,” Johnson said. ‘“‘He seems to 
always know who to pick up. He’s the 
complete deal. He’s got the size and the 
ability and the feet that goes along with 
being a great offensive lineman. He doesn’t 
get fooled by many things and that’s pretty 
good for a youngster.” 

When he signed with the Crimson Tide 
in February of 2006, Smith became perhaps 
the team’s most ballyhooed in-state recruit 
since David Palmer some 15 years earlier. 


University of Alabama He began making a name for himself on the 
camp and combine circuit after his junior 
f. rim S on 'z ’ year at Huffman High School, and it wasn’t 
long before the college football world had 
: its sites set on northeast Birmingham. Scout 
S l y Media named him the number two prospect 
ty e in the nation and the number one offensive 
line prospect. 
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before he donned a houndstooth hat in a memorable signing-day 
ceremony at his high school. 

“T didn’t really know much about Alabama football, except for the 
12 national championships,” Smith said. “That's all I knew. I grew up a 
Florida State fan.” 

Though the pressure to sign with his home-state school was 
immense, Smith said he was able to take his time evaluating each 
school before reaching his final decision the night before signing day. 
He credits his parents, Andre Sr. and Nesa, with giving him the time 
and space to make up his mind. 

In the end, everything came up crimson. 

“My mom and dad sheltered me,” Smith said. “They kept all 
those coaches from overwhelming me during the recruiting process. 

I enjoyed it.I didn’t get overwhelmed. It just came down to ... it’s 
Alabama football, the greatest program ever. I just really felt at home. 
It’s only 45 minutes from home, but it’s more than that.” 

To this point his career, Smith’s toughest battle--perhaps his 
only one--has been making sure he doesn’t get too big to play 
his position effectively. He played at more than 360 pounds by 
late last season, and said he was often tired and ineffective by the 
fourth quarter. 

“Fourth quarter” has taken on a new meaning in the Alabama 
football parlance since Nick Saban became the Crimson Tide head 
coach in January. It’s the name of the team’s off-season condition 
program, which Smith said gave him an opportunity to cut down his 
weight and build endurance. 

Though he is listed at 348 pounds on Alabama's game roster, 
Smith said that by early August he had cut his weight to 333. He said 
he wants to keep his game weight at between 330 and 335, and has 
had to watch when and how much he eats. 

He gets a little bit of an assist from the team’s training table 
program and Bryant Hall. 

“It's just about eating right and not eating late (at night),” Smith 
said. “In the dining hall, we actually have all our meals marked red, 
yellow and green. Green means you can eat how much you would like; 
red, you’re only supposed to eat one portion of it. Yellow is moderate. 

“T eat a lot of greens and yellows.” 

Early in the season, Smith said he had noticed the difference. 

“Being 30 pounds lighter really helped a lot, being able to play 
hard the whole game, not get as tired,” Smith said. “My back was 
hurting a lot last year when I ran. This year, I’m kind of like a gazelle, a 
300-pound gazelle.” 

Saban, too, has taken note of the effects of Smith’s improved physique. 

“He’s a guy who likes football and he plays to play hard," Saban 
said, “He is aggressive and physically tries to dominate the guy he 
plays against. He has worked hard in controlling his weight. I think his 
ability to sustain his effort level and his mobility has improved since 
we've been here.” 

The newly streamlined Smith forms the anchor of an Alabama 
offensive line that is set to be a team strength this season. All five 
starters are back from last season, though two new faces--junior right 
guard Marlon Davis and sophomore right tackle Mike Johnson--have 
beaten out incumbents for starting positions. 

All-SEC candidate Caldwell is back in the middle, as is senior 
Justin Britt at left guard. The fivesome had cleared the way for redshirt 
freshman Terry Grant to rush for 308 yards and five touchdowns 
through the Crimson Tide’s first two games. 


Though he had a good season as a true freshman, Smith by his 
own admission often had to rely on raw ability rather than preparation 
to get by at times in 2006. Britt said a year’s worth of studying and 
practicing has made a world of different for his line mate. 

“He’s a smarter player this year,” Britt said. “He definitely wasn’t 
nervous last year. He just didn’t realize everything that he had to know 
about the game. This year, he's just a more intelligent player and he’s 
getting after it. It’s great to be lining up next to him.” 

Smith drew plenty of preseason recognition this summer, earning 
a spot along with Caldwell on the All-SEC first team selected by the 
media at SEC Kickoff 2007. He was also named on a few preseason 
All-America teams and is almost certain to be a first-round NFL draft 
pick some day (thankfully for Crimson Tide fans, he’s not eligible for 
the draft until 2009). 

Smith said he’s not one to obsess over individual awards. After 
a 6-7 season for the Crimson Tide in 2006, he’s hungry for wins and 
knows that those will only come if he and his teammates continue to 
progress as football players. 

“I’m aware of it,” Smith said. “It’s nice that an offensive lineman 
can get a little bit of it, rather than just the quarterbacks and receivers. 

“But you still have to work hard. You can't get cocky or arrogant 
or complacent about your abilities. You just have to continue to 
improve and work hard.” 

Aside from that, Smith’s goals are simple ones. 

“Compete every game,” Smith said. ‘‘Have fun. Beat the opponent 
in front of me every play.” 

More often than not, he’s lived up to all three. a 
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FOOTBALL BY GENTRY ESTES 


Great Potential 


Lorenzo Washington has the tools to be excellent 


or now, Lorenzo 

Washington's football 
success is a work in 
progress. At least, that’s 
how Alabama teammates 
describe it. He’s a 
hypothetical. 

Safety Rashad Johnson: 
“Once he learns the defense 
and reaches his potential, 
he’s really going to be a 
tough guy to handle” 

Defensive end Wallace 
Gilberry: “I don’t think he 
really knows what type of 
tools he has right now. Once 
he figures that out, he’s going 
to be an amazing player.” 

Others have been 
saying this about 
Washington for years--how good he can be rather than 
how good he is. His potential hasn’t diminished during a 
relatively uneventful run with the Crimson Tide. His desire 
to finally reach it, however, has increased, along with his 
grasp of the game. 

Washington has shown flashes of brilliance while at 
Alabama, and really, his toughest hurdles have been more 
mental than physical. Coaches and teammates at Alabama 
would like nothing more than to see Washington, a 6-foot-4, 
283-pound redshirt sophomore, grow into his reputation as a 
blue-chip recruit. 

“Not only were they expecting it. 1 was expecting it, too,” 
Washington said. “But I just had a lot to learn football-wise, 
and just grow and mature. So I’m trying to take advantage of 
my opportunity that’s at hand for me right now.” 

There isn’t a better time. The Crimson Tide has needed 
Washington as the new nose guard in place of Brian Motley, 
who broke a bone in his ankle only four days before the 
September 1 season opener against Western Carolina. As a 
result, Washington took on the first-string responsibility at the 
point position in Alabama’s new 3-4 defense. 

On an inexperienced defensive front seven, his role has 
been critical. Tide Coach Nick Saban has tried to hammer the 


Lorenzo Washington is 
working to reach potential 
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University of Alabama 
point home for Washington, using a term like “soft” after a 46- 
point victory to describe his defense at the point of attack. 

That was directed at Washington, a nice guy who may 
lean too far that way on the field. Coaches have often 
implored him this season to turn it loose. They try to motivate 
the player who has it in him but doesn’t always release it. 

“The only thing that would stop ‘Zo’, I think, would be 
himself,” said cornerback Lionel Mitchell, Washington's 
teammate in prep school. “That’s the only thing that could 
really stop him, once he plays to his size and his potential. 

“He gets confused sometimes on the field. Not knowing 
what you're doing takes away a little. But I've seen him get it 
all together and just dominate.” 

Expectations are nothing new for Washington. Back 
at Grayson High School near his hometown of Loganville, 
Georgia, in suburban west Atlanta, he was one of the nation’s 
top defensive line prospects. 

He delighted Crimson Tide fans by choosing Alabama 
over nearby Georgia. He was one of only four Tide 
signees rated with four stars on the five-star Scout Media 
scale, but missed qualifying academically by half an 
English credit. 

Washington wound up at Hargrave Military Academy in 


Virginia, a well-known prep school offering a disciplined lifestyle 
for non-qualifying football talents. He attended alongside current 
Alabama players Brandon Fanney and Mitchell. 

“In people’s lives, there’s something that happens that 
makes them realize what they have,’ Washington said. “For me, 
everybody knows I didn’t qualify and had to go to Hargrave. 

I almost lost what I had worked hard for. 1 came back and 
I’m not saying I was messing around, but I might have been 
taking things for granted.” 

Clearly, life at Hargrave was different. The early 
morning wake-up calls weren't so bad--Washington always 
woke up early anyway--but the military approach and three- 
a-day football practices in the summer took some adjusting. 

“It worked out for the best,’ Washington said. “When 
you're up there and going through all that stuff, having to stay 
up there for a year, yeah, it wasn’t fun. But sometimes you’ve 
got to go through that type of thing.” 

On a team full of future NCAA Division I-A players, 
Washington stood out immediately. Analysts rated him again 
among the nation’s top prep school players. 

“I just saw how big he was,” Mitchell said. ‘‘He’s an 
athlete. He can move for his size. I saw him and thought, ‘Man, 
he’s kind of a beast once he gets that attitude about himself.’ It 
comes out. You've just to push him a little bit for it.” 

Washington re-signed with Alabama after a year at 
Hargrave, and redshirted the first season as the Tide won 10 
games. In 2006, he played sparingly, appearing in six games 
for a total of 29 snaps on Mike Shula’s final team. 

Saban was hired in January, bringing a “clean slate” to 
Alabama's team and motivating bench 
players to strive harder in the off-season 
for open playing time. It was in this vein 
that Washington hurt himself, tearing a 
pectoral muscle while straining on the 


during practice, and although Washington didn't see it 
happen, he understood the feeling. 

“I feel for Motley right now,” Washington said. “I was out 
in the spring, and I hated it. 1 wanted to practice so bad, and it 
was just the spring. Now we’re playing for real--competition in 
the games. It sucks. 

“That’s good reps that he’s missing. That’s experience. He 
would have been starting, playing a lot. It hurts me, but I know 
Motley’s a tough guy. He's going to battle back.” 

Motley’s ankle injury actually occurred just a few days 
after his return to practice from a broken hand. 

“T do think actually if there’s a silver lining that Motley got 
hurt, (Washington) got more reps, played with the ones, made 
a quicker improvement because of that, got more exposure, 
gained a little confidence,” Saban said. “So he’s done a good 
job and we’re pleased with his development.” 

Washington said no one came to him for a pep talk after 
Motley went down, because there was no need. He already 
realized that he was the only player keeping Alabama from 
choosing between true freshmen Alfred McCullough and Josh 
Chapman to play nose guard. 

And so far, Washington had liked the responsibility. 

“It’s been an opportunity to step up and now this is an 
opportunity to show that I can put everybody on my back,” 
Washington said. “The defensive coaches even said the 
defense starts up front with the nose guard, so this is my 
opportunity for me to show this is my spot--that I’m out to 
take the spot.” ie] 
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bench press. 

It was the first genuine injury in 
Washington's football career. While not 
too serious, it did take Washington out 
of an important spring practice witha 
new coaching staff. 

He later called it ‘‘a freak 
accident.” 

“I didn’t get hurt on the field. I got 
hurt in the weight room,” Washington 
said. “That made me realize how much 
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I've got to work, that everything won't 
be handed to me. The shoulder thing 
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pushed me to get better faster, to get 
ahead of the curve because I love 
doing this. This is what I want to do.” 
His absence was a big reason 
redshirt freshman Motley entered 
preseason camp as the starter after a 
strong spring. Motley’s injury occurred 
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BARON HUBER BY KIRK McNAIR 


You Can Call On Me 


soph fullback Baron Huber wants to be used 


ophomore Alabama fullback Baron Huber has said that he 
wants to be ready ‘when my number is called.” He was 
ready in the season-opener when he caught his first career pass. 

And he’s got a definite idea about when he'd really like to 
hear that number called. 

Huber rooms with Alabama quarterback John Parker 
Wilson. “I asked him what it would cost me for him to call my 
number at the goal line against Tennessee,” Huber said. 

The Tennessee game is special to Alabama coaches, 
players and fans. And it’s really going to be special to Huber, 
who is from Knoxville. “A touchdown in that game would make 
my career,” he said. 

During pre-season camp this year it was reported that 
Alabama had moved Jimmy Johns to fullback. It was something 
of a surprise when later it was revealed that the Johns 
experiment had been short-lived and that relatively unknown 
and untested Huber was to be the fullback. 

In fact, it wasn’t even a sure thing that Alabama would 
have a fullback. Alabama Coach Nick Saban and his staff 
have kept their plans mostly secret. Alabama doesn’t have a 
fullback on every play. And sometimes there are three tight 
ends with one of the tight ends working as something of a 
fullback (or H-back). Huber didn’t start in the first game of 
the year, the dramatic 47-yard touchdown run by Terry Grant 
on the first offensive play of the season against Western 
Carolina. There was no fullback in on the play. But when Bama 
scored on the first offensive play of the second game against 
Vanderbilt—a one-yard run by Grant after Javier Arenas set 
it up with a 69-yard punt return—Huber was in the starting 
lineup, along with two right ends. 

Huber has been content to wait for his time as an 
Alabama fullback. He’s also very pleased to be playing 
the position. 

Huber came to Alabama from Powell High School near 
Knoxville. He had played a lot of positions as a prep star, but 
was considered most likely to end up as a linebacker, or even 
a defensive end. “I had no expectation of being on offense,” 
Huber said. 

It’s somewhat surprising that Huber ended up at Alabama 
at all. He admits to growing up a Tennessee fan, a young 
man going to every Tennessee home game with his father or 
grandfather. But in high school his horizon began to expand. 
Not because of Alabama, though. “I liked David Pollock a lot,” 
Huber said of the former Georgia star defensive end. “He was 
my role model. I loved the way he played football.” 


2 
Baron Huber was patient waiting to be Tide fullback 
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Huber does not say anything negative about Tennessee, 
but he said that as he considered his future it did not include 
the hometown university. 

He was at a football camp at Baylor in Waco, Texas, when 
he got a call from former Alabama running backs coach 
Sparky Woods. ‘I had been to a few camps and was going to 
a few more and he asked me to come to Alabama's camp,” 
Huber said. His grandfather drove him to Alabama’s camp. 

“They told me I'd be getting an offer,” he said. “The offer 
came on July 3.1 asked my father if he would be okay with 
me going to Alabama. He said, ‘Are you sure about that?’ But I 
accepted and all the orange is gone from our house. I’ve got one 
uncle who is still on the fence, but everyone else is all Alabama.” 

He said he’s been fortunate to have a close family, 
including all four grandparents, in his life. His parents, Kevin 
and JoAnna, and his sister, Amanda (a high school sophomore), 
make all the games. 

When he's in Knoxville, usually wearing Alabama 
clothing, he said he doesn’t get “too much grief.” He said he 
was fine with being in Knoxville after the 2005 game, but had 
to eat a lot of crow last year. 

One thing that made the choice of Alabama an easy one 
is the school of communications. Huber has a career interest 
in broadcasting, specifically sports broadcasting. “It’s a good 
school for that,” he said. 

During his redshirt freshman season as Alabama 
prepared for the Cotton Bowl, Huber was moved to fullback. 
“T fell in love with the position,” he said. “It's a blue collar 
position and I’m a blue collar guy.” 

There was one problem. Two, actually. Le’Ron McClain and 
Tim Castille, the co-first team fullbacks who were just completing 
their junior seasons when Huber was moved to offense. 

“I was satisfied to sit out a couple of years and learn 
the position,” Huber said. “It’s an advantage to do that when 
you're young. And I had two great backs to learn from. A lot of 
the things I learned watching Le’Ron have really carried over. 

“Le'Ron is a really nice guy who helped me 
tremendously,” Huber said. ‘He was really helpful in showing 
me how to watch film of an opponent.” 

Huber also watched videotapes of himself to get better. 
“I studied the tapes from last spring and tried to improve 
everything over the summer,” he said. “I can only control what 
I can do. I went out each day, taking it one step at a time, to 
get myself in shape to play this year.” 

He said the real progress came in fall camp. “I had so many 
reps that I think I got a lot better in those two weeks,” he said. 

Huber said, ‘The pace of (Alabama) practice is very fast. 
It's intense. I enjoy it.” 

Huber said he didn't worry about competition at his 
position when Jimmy Johns was moved there from tailback 
early in fall work. “I didn’t think about personnel,” he said. 
“My concentration has been on doing my assignment on 
every play.” 

Huber is vague about what his assignments might entail, 
but assures there are running plays for the fullback. 

Huber is 6-3 and 245 pounds, up from about 228 when 


he reported as a freshman in 2005. He said he has “fullback 
speed, about 4.8 or 4.9” in the 40-yard dash, 

He said that blocking schemes have changed for 
the fullback. Last year the fullback would have a specific 
blocking assignment. Now the blocks of the offensive linemen 
determine the objective of the fullback. “It’s like a running 
back reading the hole,” he said. “Anyone crosses my face I 
clean him up.I can be a little more reckless, more instinctive. 
There's a saying: ‘Think long, think wrong.’ It’s better to see 
and react.” 

There is no doubt that blocking is Huber’s first priority. “I 
want to be known as the lead blocker for the leading rusher 
at Alabama,” he said. “I want him to say ‘I had a good fullback.’ 
I've always had that role, doing the things other people didn't 
want to do.” 

He said he “enjoys” blocking for Terry Grant. ‘‘He 
makes it easy,” Huber said. ‘He shares the fun with all of us. 
I'll make a block and wonder if he was able to hit the hole, 
then look up and see him 20 yards downfield. 1 get a lot of 
pleasure from that.” 

Huber enjoys what he’s doing, and thinks Alabama will 
be successful. “You hear about taking it one game at a time,” 
he said. “Coach Saban breaks it down. We take it one rep at a 
time, one play, one practice, and that leads to one game, And 
you have to be ready. You try as hard as you can on each rep. 

He does like catching passes and points out that he has 
always had good hands. “A part of catching is confidence,” he 
said. “It's like shooting free throws (in basketball). I've always 
had confidence I could catch. Now I want to be able to do 
something with it after the catch, not just being satisfied with 
the reception.” 

Huber said the biggest surprise for him this year has 
been “how many play-makers we have. We have a lot of guys 
who can go the distance. It’s hard to believe how much better 
we're running the ball than we were in the spring. 

“Coach Burns (Running Backs Coach Burton Burns) has 
done a really good job with that. He has come in and taught us 
a totally new offense. He really pushes us, motivates us. I have 
a great relationship with him and enjoy playing for him.” 

Last year Huber saw action on only 54 plays, most of those 
on special teams. Late in the year he suffered an ankle injury 
that caused him to miss the final four games of the season, He 
said he has no injury issues now. 

He’s still on the kickoff return and field goal teams and a 
back-up on punt teams. 

Huber admits to being a little excited. “Being that it's 
Alabama football, everyone's excited,” he said. “It’s very 
exciting for me to think that 1 will be able to contribute more 
this year than I have in past seasons.” 

But, he said, there are no jitters. ‘‘We’re anxious to go out 
and do our job," he said. “There are no jitters. We go over 
everything enough. If you’ve done your homework, then you 
just go out and play.” 

Huber said that he wants opponents to respect Alabama. 
“If everyone does his job on every play, the rest of it will take 
care of itself,” he said. fea] 
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SURGEON 
TO THE STARS 


Great athletes don’t ever want to have surgery, but if it’s 
needed, Dr. James Andrews might be the best option there is. 


hen a professional athlete suffers a serious 
W ins millions of dollars and potentially 
the ability to continue in that profession 
are at stake. Injuries are part of the life of a 
professional athlete and, regardless of training 
or conditioning, one hit or twist can be the 
difference between being one of the best and 
one of the forgotten. 

For most athletes, there are three words that 
many of them hate to hear—Dr. James Andrews. 
If they’re discussing Andrews, chances are they 
have sustained a career-threatening injury and 
he might be the man standing between them and 
retirement. 

But for most of those same athletes, there 
are three words that might be more comforting 
than any others—Dr. James Andrews. 

“You know when you hear the name Dr. James Andrews 
associated with some injury you have it’s pretty serious,” said 
former University of lowa All-America Chad Greenway, who, in his 
first preseason game as a professional football player, suffered a 
torn anterior cruciate ligament playing on special teams for the 
Minnesota Vikings. “But with his reputation, you know that if anyone 
is going to fix you up and give you the best chance of coming back 
at 100 percent, it’s going to be him. He’s earned that reputation 
by helping a lot of athletes get back on the field and, even though 
you're nervous about your future, you go to him knowing you're in 
good hands and you're being worked on by the best.” 

An unassuming surgeon with a classic southern drawl and a 
quick sense of humor, Andrews graduated from the LSU School 
of Medicine in 1967 and completed his orthopedic residency 
at Tulane Medical School in 1972. That same year, he hada 
medical fellowship at the University of Lyon in France, where he 
served under Prof. Albert Trillat, who was known as the Father of 
European Knee Surgery. 

Armed with what he learned, Andrews spent 13 years 
working closely with the athletic trainers at Auburn University 
before striking out on his own in 1986—opening the Alabama 
Sports Medicine and Orthopedic Center in Birmingham, Ala. 

The rest, as they say, is history. Twenty years later, he 
currently serves as medical director for sports at Auburn 
University. He serves as a senior consultant for athletics at 
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the University of Alabama, Troy University, the 
University of West Alabama, Tuskegee University 
and Grambling University. He is a senior consultant 
with the Washington Redskins. He is the medical 
director of the Tampa Bay Devil Rays. He is the co- 
medical director of the LPGA. If that isn’t enough, 
he’s also on the sports medicine committee of the 
United States Olympic Committee. 

With a resume that would require binding, 
Andrews’ reputation has grown. He has done 
thousands of surgical procedures on injuries to 
athletes’ knees, elbows and shoulders—becoming 
the surgeon of choice to the star athletes from the 
United States and beyond. But just exactly when did 
he become the surgeon to the stars? Even Andrews 
doesn’t know for sure. 

“Lord only knows when that started,” Andrews 
said. “I never really think about when I first started getting 
recognized. If you do something long enough, you make a 
name for yourself, For me, my two main keys have always been 
availability and communication. I always make my myself 
available when someone needs surgery and I try as hard I as 1 
can to communicate with the patients I deal with as to what they 
need to do after surgery. The calls haven't stopped coming for 
twenty years. Sometimes I may spread myself too thin.” 

He has a point. On the day Andrews was interviewed for 
this story, he had already completed four surgical procedures 
and had a patient being prepared for surgery as he conducted 
the interview. The time period of August to October is Andrews’ 
busiest time because the overlap between the baseball and 
football seasons has his phone ringing constantly as athletes go 
down to injuries. 

Yet if there was one athlete who brought Andrews to the 
attention of the sports world, it was probably the greatest pure 
athlete of the last half-century. 

“Probably the signature athlete I worked with first was Bo 
Jackson,” Andrews said. “I first saw him when he was in high 
school and through his career at Auburn and into the NFL. When 
he suffered his hip injury, I did the surgery and got a lot of 
attention for that because of the severity of it and the fact that Bo 
was probably the best-known athlete in sports at the time.” 

Bo knows Andrews, but, as luck would have it, more big 
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If you’re somebody in the world of 

sports who has suffered a serious 
injury to a knee, elbow or shoulder, 
the chances are good you’ve crossed 
with Dr. James Andrews. 
‘a short list of athletes who 


iad surgical procedures done 
by Andrews: 


» |) Baseball: Will Clark, Roger Clemens, 
my _ Julio Franco, Jimmy Key, Kenny Lofton, 
Wl Fred McGriff, Andy Pettite, Mark Prior, 
‘ae Rivera, Kenny Rogers, Gary 


Basketball: Charles Barkley, Vince 
Carter, Michael Jordan, Penny Hardaway, 
Allen Iverson, Bob Pettit, Scottie Pippen, 
Chris Webber. 


Football: Troy Aikman, Willie Anderson, 
LaVar Arrington, Cornelius Bennett, 
Drew Brees, Daunte Culpepper, Donovan 
i Darius, DeShawn Foster, Trent Green, 
"Matt Hasselbeck, Michael Irvin, Bo Jackson, John 
Kasay, Byron Leftwich, John Lynch, Charles Mann, 
Deuce MeSliister, Donovan McNabb, Dan Morgan, 

V \C eye, Chad Pennington, Chris 
ce Smith, Emmitt Smith, Takeo Spikes, 
Jeremiah Trotter. 


Golf: Beth Daniel, Raymond Floyd, 
Hubert Green, Davis Love III, Jack 
Nicklaus, Greg Norman, Jerry Pate, Tom 
Watson, Tom Weiskopf 


2: ockey: Pavel Bure, Jeremy Roenick 


Wrestling: “Stone Cold” Steve Austin, Batista, 

' Edge, Ric Flair, Mick Foley, Hulk Hogan, Bobby 
Lashley, Vince McMahon, Rey Mysterio Jr., Sting, 
ple H, The Undertaker, Rob Van Dam. 


Weer (Doug BenciGetty). Charles Barkley (Jamie Squire/Getty) 
Brees (Doug Benc/Getty). Grog Norman (Ross Kinnaird/Getty) 
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SURGEON 
TO THE STARS 


names would come into the doctor’s life. In 1985, he performed 
shoulder surgery on a fresh-faced young pitcher named Roger 
Clemens. More than two decades later, Clemens is still pitching 
in the major leagues. He then had a patient referred to him that 
knew a thing or two about the game of golf—Jack Nicklaus. Pretty 
soon, football teams were calling, baseball teams were calling 
and golfers with ailments were calling. He got a call froma 
wrestler named Hulk Hogan and performed surgery on him. Since 
then, he has operated on just about every wrestling champion 
who has required surgery—up to and including World Wrestling 
Entertainer owner and part-time wrestler Vince McMahon. 

Andrews didn’t seek the spotlight. The athletes sought him 
and soon he became the man to see when an athlete was in pain 
and in search of relief. 

“KA lot of this type of business is from word of mouth,” 
Andrews said. ‘People think I just do professional athletes, but I 
work with a lot of kids at the grass roots level. Over the years, I've 
worked on a lot of young athletes that went on to play college and 
pro sports and word of mouth in the locker room was very helpful 
and referred a lot of other athletes to come to me.” 

When people think of Alabama, the first thought isn’t its 
top-notch medical professionals. Ask someone from New York or 
Los Angeles about where to find the best surgeons and Alabama 
wouldn't come trippingly off the tongue. But Andrews has been a 
big fish for a long time. It’s only his pond that has gotten bigger. 

“People in other parts of the country may not realize, but 
Birmingham is considered the sports capital of the South,” 
Andrews said. “There are eight major colleges in the vicinity and 
Major League Baseball has its spring training in Florida, which is 
right next to us. This is a hotbed for everything that happens in 
this part of the country. What do they say when they sell houses? 
The three most important things are location, location, location. 
We're in the perfect spot here.” 

Andrews was known as a knee specialist, but soon joined 
colleague Dr. Frank Jobe, the pioneer in the procedure now 
known as Tommy John surgery. Jobe shared his knowledge and 
soon Andrews became one of the top men in the repetitive injury 
syndrome that affects baseball players. With every sort of athletic 
endeavor and even subsets within those sports, there are specific 
injuries that are commonplace to groups of athletes. 

“You get different injuries that are primarily part ofa 
particular sport,” Andrews said. “In baseball, the injuries that 
require surgery are primarily shoulders and elbows. In football, 
it is usually the knees. Over the last few years, though, we've 
seen a big increase in shoulder injuries among football players, 
especially in offensive linemen. Because of they way they block 
with their arms close to their bodies, they put a lot of stress 
on their shoulders and many have arthritic elbows as a result. 
Those numbers are increasing, but as far as football players are 
concerned, most of the people I see are because of knee injuries." 

Doing surgery is part of the routine for Andrews, but for each 
athlete, the fears that their careers could be prematurely over 
can produce overpowering emotions. As each athlete hopes that 
his worst fears won't be confirmed, having to go to Andrews with 
repeat business is almost unbearable. 
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Tank Williams was a promising young safety with the 
Tennessee Titans in 2004 when he tore his left ACL at midseason 
and needed surgery from Andrews. Having spent almost a full 
year rehabilitating the injury, he signed with the Minnesota 
Vikings in the spring of 2006, and in the first week of training 
camp while running drills, he made an awkward turn and broke 
his kneecap—in the same knee but not involving ligament 
damage—which some have attributed to a hit he sustained a 
month earlier in minicamp. He knows Andrews all too well. 

“The first was hard enough,” Williams said. “Dr. Andrews was 
great and got me on a program to bring the knee back. 1 worked 
hard and, by the time I got to training camp (in ’06), 1 was ready 
to go and show that I was back. To have the kneecap go was 
devastating. It was emotional for a lot of us. But I went back and 
he fixed me up again and kept my spirits up that it will heal and 
I will be able to keep playing football. It’s a scary time,when it 
happens, but you have to have confidence that Dr. Andrews will 
fix you and make you as good as before.” 

With the lives and livelihoods of athletes on the line, it 
would be understandable for Andrews to feel the pressure 
of professional organizations demanding he repair their 
prized stars. While Andrews says he thinks about the potential 
ramifications of a surgery not going as planned or as hoped, he 
gets the same steely determination in the operating theatre that 
athletes get at the pivotal times of the biggest games. Any pre- 
game butterflies are long since gone by crunch time. 

“The pressure comes before you do the surgery and 
sometimes after, but once you're in the operating room, you 
follow the ordinary routine—whether it's a star pro athlete or 
a high school kid," Andrews said. “I don’t have time to get too 
star-struck. My wife tells me that if you're talking about what 
you did yesterday, it means you've done nothing today. I treat all 
procedures the same. My daughter was a cheerleader and I had 
to do an operation on both of her knees. She was my daughter 
before I entered the operating room, but once I got in there, she 
was just another patient.” 

Repeat patients like Williams end up on what Andrews calls 
his “worry list’—the patients whose injuries were so severe that 
surgery doesn’t show an immediate benefit. It doesn’t matter to 
him whether it’s an NFL All-Pro, a major league all-star or the 
middle reliever for a high school team. If a surgery goes well, he 
pretty much puts the case out of his mind. If an athlete isn’t 100 
percent healed, he remains in contact with them a lot. 

He has a special interest in helping young people, who are 
sustaining injuries formerly only seen in professionals with years 
of experience. The pushing and prodding of outside forces for 
a child to be a one-sport superstar has created a new layer of 
injuries Andrews deals with on a daily basis—one of the aspects 
of his profession he doesn’t like. 

“Tt makes me sick to see what is happening with youth 
sports,” Andrews said. There was a time when a high school 
athlete played four sports and never got burned out on any of 
them. Now you have kids being groomed to play one sport year- 
round, especially a sport like baseball. When some of them do get 
hurt, they don't want to tell their coaches or their parents because 
in some cases they feel like they're letting them down. It's tragic.” 

He gives his patients the same attention whether they arrive 
in a limousine boarded after getting off a private plane or a family 
station wagon that was driven hundreds of miles to get to his office. 
It may not be a glamorous locale in Los Angeles or a respected 
clinic in Manhattan, but his refuge in Birmingham has been a place 


Bo Jackson’s last play 


“The pressure comes before you do the surgery and sometimes after, but once you’re 
in the operating room, you follow the ordinary routine—whether it’s a star pro athlete 
or a high school kid. I don’t have time to get too star-struck.”— Dr. James Andrews 


where careers are saved and quality of life is improved. 

Joined by sports therapist Kevin Wilk and others, Andrews’ 
protocols for surgeries are different with each patient with one 
noteworthy exception—the hands-on care that makes each 
patient feel that he is Andrews’ top concern. While his teammates 
were preparing for their Super Bowl run in 2006, safety Mike Doss 
wasn’t with them. He suffered a torn ACL and was the latest ina 
long line of athletes who have made the trip to Birmingham in 
search of healing. 

“Dr. Andrews has a great organization down there, a great 
facility,’ Doss said. “It’s not big. It’s not state-of-the-art down there 
in Birmingham, but just the fact that guys are going to go down 
there and work with their head trainer. James Andrews gets all 
the credit because he does all the surgeries, but the head trainer 
(Wilk), lays out the individual plan for each athlete. It doesn't 
matter if it’s a shoulder, a knee or anything like that, but it just 
comes out that you work hard down there and they give youa 
great plan. As long as you follow that plan, you should be able to 
get back to playing.” 

While the injuries may sound the same from one athlete 
to the next—terms like “torn ACL” and “Tommy John surgery” 
are heard so often that some believe every injury is practically 
identical. They’re not. It’s a team effort that starts, but certainly 
doesn’t end, with Andrews. 

“We have protocols for just about every case we see,” 
Andrews said. ‘‘The key are the team athletic trainers and the 
sports therapists. People like Kevin Wilk are a God-send for us 
because every step in the recovery process is important, and they 
are as much of a help to a patient, if not more so, than those of us 
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who operate on them.” 

While the methods are different, so are the athletes involved. 
Some athletes come for the surgery and go off on their own 
to do their rehab work. Others become almost like tenants of 
the building in which Andrews performs his surgeries. Saints 
quarterback Drew Brees had a lot riding on his surgery in early 
2006. He had suffered a severe injury to his throwing shoulder 
and signed a contract with the New Orleans Saints that had an 
easy “out” clause if he didn’t return at 100 percent. Brees led 
the Saints to the NFC title game, in large part because of his 
commitment to heal. 

“When we did Drew Brees’ surgery, he lived here for 
four months,” Andrews said. “He was very dedicated to his 
rehabilitation and that showed in his recovery. Getting protocols 
to help heal an injury is just as important as the surgical 
procedure we do to try to mend it. Most athletes know the 
seriousness of their injuries, so learning to come back in steps is 
extremely important.” 

As new athletes with new injuries are diagnosed, you can bet 
one thing will be certain. Once the extent of the injury is known, 
James Andrews’ phone is going to ring. For a man who wouldn't 
even allow a 2006 heart attack to slow down his hectic schedule, 
you can bet he’ll answer the call when it comes. 

“Any time we can help an athlete get back to the game he or 
she loves, we’ve done something very good,” Andrews said. “As 
long as I can still do it and athletes want me to do their surgery, 
I'll keep on doing it.” 

And along the way, turn the three worst words an athlete can 
hear into the three best: Dr. James Andrews. | 
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HISTORY BY PETER EDMUND 


Coaching For AND 
Against Bama 


Seven head coaches have been on both sides 


of Alabama football 


Paul Bryant was 0-2 


against Tide 


BAMA File 


ick Saban joined a special coaching fraternity when 
he accepted the Crimson Tide job in January, 2007. 
And not just because being the head football coach at The 
University of Alabama is one of the most high profile jobs 
in America. 
Saban is now one of seven coaches to be head coach at 
Alabama and to have also coached against the Crimson Tide. 
Can you imagine the legendary Paul “Bear” Bryant— 
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an outstanding Alabama player before becoming the 
greatest coach in college football history--coaching 
against the Crimson Tide? He did. And with no success. 
Gene Stallings is best known in coaching for his Alabama 
career, but Stallings did have a monumental win as head 
coach against Bama. 

In addition to Bryant and Stallings, Saban joins G.H. 
Harvey, Eli Abbott, Harold “Red” Drew, and Bill Curry as men 
who have coached for and against the Crimson Tide. 

When Saban was introduced as Alabama’s coach last 
winter, one of the questions he got was about the Crimson 
Tide’s 31-0 blasting of LSU in Baton Rouge in 2002. 

Saban said, “We won four games and lost one against 
Alabama, and you bring up the one we lost.” 

One thing Saban did during his tenure at LSU is end 
Alabama’s domination of the Bengal Tigers in Baton Rouge. 
When LSU defeated Alabama, 30-28, on November 11, 2000, 
it marked the first time since 1969 that the Tigers had won 
on their home turf against Bama. Alabama had gone 14-0-1 
over LSU in Baton Rouge before Saban ended the streak. 

G.H. Harvey coached Alabama in 1901 and compiled a 
2-1-2 record. In 1893, Harvey served as head coach at Auburn, 
where he posted a 40-16 win over Alabama on November 30, 
1893 in Montgomery. 

Abbott coached Alabama from 1893-95 and compiled 
a 3-9 (.250) record. He served as the player-coach for the 
Tuscaloosa Athletic Club, comprised of many former UA 
players, against Alabama in 1899. 

Drew compiled a 91-58-17 (.599) record in 16 seasons as 
a head coach. He had stops at Birmingham Southern (1924- 
28), Chattanooga (1929-30), Ole Miss (1946) and Alabama 
(1947-54). Drew was 54-28-7 (.646) in his eight years at 
Alabama. He was 0-2 against the Tide with lopsided losses as 
coach at Birmingham Southern and Chattanooga. 

Bryant is the school’s all-time winningest football coach 
with a 232-46-9 (.824) record from 1958-82. He led the 
Crimson Tide to six national championships (1961, 1964, 
1965, 1973, 1978 and 1979) and 13 SEC titles (1961, 1964, 


1965, 1966, 1971, 1972, 1973, 
1974, 1975, 1977, 1978, 

1979 and 1981) during his 
remarkable career. 

Alabama also played in 
24 bowl games during his 
tenure. The former Crimson 
Tide end also served as 
head coach at Maryland, 
Kentucky and Texas A&M. 
He was 0-2 against Alabama 
while at Kentucky, losing in 
1946 and 1947. 

Alabama was a 21-7 
winner over Bryant's first 
Kentucky team in 1946 
in Montgomery, and then 
defeated the Wildcats 13-0 in 
Lexington in 1947. 

Curry posted a 26- 

10 (.722) record in his 

three years (1987-89) at 
Alabama, including a share 
of the SEC championship 

in 1989. He also coached 
against Alabama while at 
Georgia Tech and Kentucky. 
He made his coaching 
debut against Alabama 

on September 6, 1980 at 
Legion Field. Bama under 
Bryant was a 26-3 winner. 
Curry was 2-4 (.333) in six 
meetings with the Tide, 2-3 
at Tech and 0-1 at Kentucky. 

Stallings led Alabama 
to the 1992 national 
championship during his 
run from 1990-96. Overall, 
he compiled a 70-16-1 
record and guided UA into 
the SEC Championship 
game four times (1992,1993, 
1994 and 1996). 

Stallings played and 
coached for Bryant at Texas 
A&M, then was an assistant 
for the Crimson Tide before 
being named head coach of 
his alma mater in 1965. 

He led Texas A&M to a 
20-16 win over Alabama in 
the January 1, 1968 Cotton 
Bowl in his lone meeting with 
the Crimson Tide. | 


Nick Saban had success vs. Bama at LSU 


WOR 


Stuart McNaew 


MEN WHO HAVE COACHED FOR AND AGAINST TIDE 


NICK SABAN VS. ALABAMA (4-1) 

November 11,2000 LSU 30, Alabama 28 (Baton Rouge) 
November 3, 2001 LSU 35, Alabama 21(Tuscaloosa) 
November 16, 2002 Alabama 31, LSU 0 (Baton Rouge) 
November 15, 2003 LSU 27, Alabama 3 (Tuscaloosa) 
November 13, 2004 LSU 26, Alabama 10 (Baton Rouge) 


G.H. HARVEY VS. ALABAMA (1-0) 
November 30, 1893 Auburn 40, Alabama 16 
(Montgomery) 


ELI ABBOTT VS. ALABAMA (0-1) 
October 21, 1899 Alabama 16, Tuscaloosa Athletic 
Club 5 (Tuscaloosa) 


HAROLD “RED” DREW VS. ALABAMA (0-2) 
October 2, 1925 Alabama 50 Birmingham Southern 7 
October 12, 1929 Alabama 46, Chattanooga 0 


PAUL “BEAR” BRYANT VS. ALABAMA (0-2) 
October 26, 1946 Alabama 21, Kentucky 7 


(Montgomery) 
November 1, 1947 Alabama 13, Kentucky 0 (Lexington) 


GENE STALLINGS VS. ALABAMA (1-0) 
January 1, 1968 Texas A&M 20, Alabama 16 
(Cotton Bowl, Dallas) 


BILL CURRY VS. ALABAMA (2-4) 

September 6, 1980 Alabama 26, Georgia Tech 3 
(Birmingham) (Curry’s first game as college head coach) 
September 12, 1981 Georgia Tech 24, Alabama 21 
(Birmingham) 

September 11, 1982 Alabama 45, Georgia Tech 0 (Atlanta) 
September 10, 1983 Alabama 20, Georgia Tech 7 
(Birmingham) 

September 15, 1984 Georgia Tech 16, Alabama 6 (Atlanta) 
October 5, 1996 Alabama 35, Kentucky 7 (Tuscaloosa) 
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GRAB LIFE BY THE HORNS 


DODGE 


BASEBALL BY PETER EDMUND 


Fall Ball 


tis the baseball equivalent to spring football practice. The 2008 

Alabama baseball team hit the field on September 3 for individual 
drills and then began team drills on September 24. The Crimson 
Tide is also involved in a strength and conditioning program. The 
workouts were to culminate in a fall “world series” and the dreaded 
one-mile run that will give 13-year Coach Jim Wells a measuring stick 
of where his team stands headed into the 2008 season. 

Wells retired briefly this summer, but had a change of heart 
and came back six days later. He brought back a new attitude 
and toughness that was the foundation for his program’s success 
more than a decade ago. He also brought back top assistant Mitch 
Gaspard, who had previously coached with Wells at Northwestern 
State and Alabama. Wells also added Dax Norris, a hard-nosed 
catcher in 1995-96, as his volunteer coach. B.J. Green returns for 
his seventh season as the Tide’s pitching coach. 

Alabama opened fall camp with 37 players on its roster. The 
squad includes 20 position players and 15 pitchers, plus two who 
will work both as pitchers and position players. 

The Crimson Tide did suffer a number of setbacks in the off- 
season, losing six players to the Major League Baseball Draft. The 
ace of the pitching staff, Tommy Hunter, signed a $550,000 bonus 
with the Texas Rangers after being taken as a supplemental first- 
round pick. 

Alabama also lost sophomore shortstop Cale Iorg, who 
missed the 2006 and 2007 seasons while serving a Mormon 
mission. Upon his return, lorg informed Wells of his decision to 
transfer to Arizona State and then later signed a hefty contract as 
the sixth-round pick of the Detroit Tigers. 

The Crimson Tide also lost signees Austin Bailey, Danny 
Danielson and Chase Weems to the MLB Draft. Bailey, a 19th round 
pick, signed on August 15, just under the imposed MLB Draft 
signing deadline and one week before the start of classes at UA. 
Weems, who was going to contend for the job as Bama’s starting 
catcher, was taken in the sixth round. 

The Crimson Tide infield has the most experience returning. 
Junior Alex Avila, who played first base, third base and designated 
hitter last season, returns for his third season in the starting lineup. 
Avila led the team in home runs last year and earned second team 
All-SEC honors. 

Senior Matt Bentley is back at first base, along with 
sophomore second baseman Brandon May and sophomore third 
baseman Jake Smith. The Crimson Tide must replace senior and 
three-year starter Greg Paiml, who signed with the Chicago White 
Sox (16th round draft pick), after graduation. He was at shortstop 
the past two years. 

Freshman Ross Wilson, the younger brother of Alabama 
quarterback John Parker Wilson, is perhaps the leading candidate 
to take over at shortstop with the loss of Paiml and the departure 
of lorg. Junior Jeff Texada and freshman Josh Rutledge can also 
play both middle infield positions. 

The outfield returns three veteran players, but must replace 
two-time All-America and Academic All-America Emeel Salem, 
who was a sixth round pick by the Tampa Bay Devil Rays. 

Juniors Kent Matthes, Ryan Rhoden and Tyler Odle all return 
in the UA outfield, although Matthes was the only full-time starter 
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Tide baseball begins getting 
ready with early drills 


in 2007. Matthes is a two-year starter with home run power. 
Rhoden and Odle were part-time starters in 2007. Matthes and 
junior college transfer Alex Kubal are the leading candidates to 
replace Salem in center field. Sophomore Del Howell will also 
work on the outfield and on the mound this season. 

A position that haunted Alabama last season was the catching 
position. The Crimson Tide landed a late-summer signee in 
Mike Sharp, who transferred to UA from Kansas City Community 
College. He is displaying excellent catch-and-throw skills in the 
early stages of workouts. 

Cole Shelton, another summer signee, is also working behind 
the plate. The 6-2, 220-pounder has shown great power early 
in fall camp and could also see action as a corner outfielder or 
designated hitter. 

Juniors Brian Clark, Vin DiFazio and Kyle Moore also return 
behind the plate. DiFazio missed the entire 2007 season with an 
injury, but is showing great power in fall drills. Moore became the 
Tide’s catcher last April and honed his skills this summer while 
playing in the Hawaiian Collegiate League in Honolulu, Hawaii. 

Despite the loss of Hunter and three signees, Alabama does 
have experienced arms on the mound. The Crimson Tide, like all 
college teams, will need more depth in 2008 due to the changes in 
the playing schedule. 

The NCAA has a mandatory start date of February 22, 2008, which 
will require teams to play five games each week and almost forcing 
coaches to develop a five-man rotation like professional teams. 

Junior left-hander Miers Quigley, junior right handers Austin 
Hyatt and Casey Kebodeaux, senior right-hander Josh Copeland 
and senior left-hander Will Stroup appeared in 102 combined 
games last season with 16 wins, eight saves and 240 strikeouts 

Sophomore right-hander Austin Graham, who has battled a 
high school football injury the last two seasons, is ready to make 
his mark on the UA staff this season. 

The Crimson Tide will also be looking at freshmen right- 
handers Connor Hohen, Nathan Kilcrease and Jimmy Nelson, plus 
junior right-handers Jamie Manning and Robert Phares to solidify 
the pitching depth. 


PRO BALL UPDATE: Several former Crimson Tide players had 
exceptional professional seasons in Minor League Baseball this 
summer, including the Matt Downs, who was named the Northwest 
League Co-Most Valuable Player. 

Downs hit .367 in 287 at-bats over 73 games this season, 
which ranked him second among Northwest League hitters. He 
also led the league with 68 runs scored. He also led the league 
in doubles (33) and extra base hits (41) for the Salem-Keizer 
(Oregon) Volcanoes. 

Downs, who played on Alabama’s 2006 SEC Championship 
team, hit .357 in the playoffs and led the Volcanoes to their 
second straight Northwest League Championship. 

Two former Alabama pitchers are on the fast track to the Major 
Leagues, Lefty Wade LeBlanc and right-hander David Robertson 
both started the season at the Class A level, but ended the year in 
Double A. 

LeBlanc was 13-8 with 2.95 ERA in 27 starts at Class A 


Junior Alex Avila led Bama in home runs in 2007 


University of Alabama 


Lancaster (Calif.) and Class 
AA San Antonio (Texas). He 
was 6-5 with a 2.64 ERA with 
the Jethawks and was named 
the Co-Most Valuable Pitcher 
in the California-Carolina 
League All-Star Game. He had 
90 strikeouts in 92 innings. 
LeBlanc was 7-3 with a .345 
ERA after his promotion to 
Class AA San Antonio. He had 
55 strikeouts in 57 1/3 innings 
for the Missions and finished 
the year with 145 strikeouts. 

Robertson played for 
three different Yankees minor 
league teams in 2007. He was 
8-3 with a microscopic 0.86 
ERA with four saves in his 
first full professional season. 
He allowed nine earned runs 
in 84 1/3 innings and did not 
surrender a home run all 
season. He also pitched in the 
South Atlantic League All-Star 
game, which was held in Rome, 
Georgia, in June. 

He started the year with 
the Charleston (South Carolina) 
River Dogs in the Class A South 
Atlantic League, where he 5-2 
with three saves and 0.77 ERA. 
He was promoted to Class A 
Tampa in the Florida State 
League, where he went 3-1 
with one save in 18 games, 
before reaching Double A 
Trenton (New Jersey) in the 
Eastern League. 

Three members of the 
Crimson Tide’s 2007 team also 
tasted success in their first 
stint in pro ball. 

Emeel Salem batted .311 
with one home run and 23 RBI 
in 58 games with the Hudson 
Valley Renegades in the short 
season New York-Penn League. 
He was named to the NYPL All- 
Star game and led the league 
with 28 stolen bases. 

Greg Paiml hit .310 with 
three home runs and 34 RBI 
with the Great Falls (Montana) 
White Sox in the short season 
Pioneer League. 

Tommy Hunter, who was 
a supplemental first-round 
pick by the Texas Rangers, 
signed in July and made 10 
appearances for the Spokane 
(Washington) Indians in 
the short season Northwest 
League. He was 2-3 with a 2.55 
ERA and one save inrelief. 
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GYMNASTICS BY ANDREW VARBLE II 


Pattersons-led Tide 
Keeps Moving 


sarah and David Patterson begin 
30th year of Tide gymnastics 


D ay-to-day, it doesn't seem like that long. Sarah Patterson is 
probably moving faster and her day is definitely fuller than 
it ever has been before. Time for introspection is limited, but in 
those few moments she does have to spare, she says it doesn’t feel 
like she and her husband and assistant coach David are entering 
their 30th season coaching the Alabama gymnastics team. 

“It’s not until I look at the refrigerator door at home and see 
all the pictures of our alumni’s children or at the shelves in my 
office that are filled with the photos from the weddings,” Sarah 
Patterson said. “That's when I realize how long we've been at this. 
When I think of all the program has accomplished and how much 
our ladies have accomplished in their lives after Alabama, that’s 
when it sinks in that this is year 30.” 

Of course 30 isn’t the only milestone for Patterson and the 
Tide. Last season Alabama made it to its 25th consecutive NCAA 
Championship. The Tide also finished in the top-10 for the 25th 
consecutive time. Only Utah matches the Tide in that regard. Last 
season also saw Alabama win its 20th and 21st individual NCAA 
titles when Terin Humphrey won her second uneven bars title and 
Morgan Dennis capped her rookie season with the NCAA floor 
exercise championship. 

And this season, in addition to being Sarah and David 
Patterson's 30th season, it will be the 20th anniversary of 
Alabama's first NCAA Championship. The 1988 squad won the 
first of Alabama's four national titles. 

One of the secrets to the Tide’s phenomenal success over 
the years is the cohesiveness of its staff. Assistant Coach Bryan 
Raschilla is in his 12th season with the Tide while Volunteer Coach 
Dana Dobransky Duckworth is in her ninth season of coaching. 
Duckworth’s coaching tenure follows a four-year standout career 
with the Tide during which she won two individual NCAA titles in 
helping Alabama to its second national title in 1991. 

The Pattersons have been successful in moving forward, 
keeping things fresh and innovative. Moving forward this season will 
entail mixing all the elements of the Tide’s 15-gymnast roster--three 
rookies, six sophomores, four juniors and two seniors. The lineup is 
a bit more balanced among the classes this year, though Alabama is 
still young with nine among the rookies and sophomores. 

Leading the way will be the two bringing back the 
championship hardware. Humphrey comes into her senior season 
with two NCAA titles to go along with 10 All-America honors. She 
also carries two Olympic silver medals on her resume. If she can 
win a third national title on the uneven bars, she will join Tide 
legend Ashley Miles as one of only seven collegiate gymnasts 
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to win a trio of NCAA titles on the same event. Humphrey’s 2007 
campaign was all the more impressive when considering she 
had surgery on both elbows in the pre-season to clean up some 
preexisting issues. 

Dennis came in and made an immediate impact on the Tide’s 
fortunes, bringing a powerful floor and vault presence to the 
lineup. She evolved into a strong contender on all four events, 
earning All-America honors in the all-around at the NCAA where 
she took the top spot on the floor exercise. She spent a good 
portion of her rookie campaign ranked number one on the floor 
exercise and she won the NCAA Central Region vault title. 

Sophomore Kassi Price joined Humphrey and Dennis as a 
2007 All-America, fighting through some midseason injuries to 
earn the honor on the uneven bars. Price started out strong for 
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The U.S. Army All-American Bowl is "iene high school 
football game in the nation. It features the nation’s top 80 
high school senior football players in a classic East vs. West 
gridiron battle. 


The U.S. Army All-American Bowl is more than just a game; Reggie Bush: 2003 Army All-American Bowl Alumni 
it is a celebration of high school football. An invitation to 
participate in the game is the highest honor a high school 
football player can receive. The Bowl was designed to WH (@) A Classic East vs. West showdown featuring the nation’s top 
recognize the nation’s leading high school athletes who share 80 high school football stars. 

the U.S. Army core values of loyalty, duty, respect, selfless 


sel vice, honestynlnteaiiey ancrresonall courage: WH AT The U.S. Army All-American Bowl features America’s future 
These athletes, much like U.S. Army Soldiers, demonstrate a college and NFL stars. The Bowl has many alumni currently 


strength that can only be.found in the elite. Not just physical playing in the NFL and starring at the collegiate level. 
strength; emotional and mental strength. 


The strength to: WH E RE Alamodome in San Antonio, Texas. 


Always place the mission first. Saturday, January 5, 2008, 12:00pm CST, Live on NBC. 
Never accept defeat. WH E N 


Never quit. WHY The U.S. Army is proud to provide a national platform for 

And never leave a fallen comrade. fine, young student-athletes. These athletes demonstrate 
THERE’S STRONG. THEN THERE’S some of the key qualities exhibited within the Army, which 
ARMY STRONG. include leadership, teamwork, commitment to excellence 
: and a desire to make a difference as members of their teams. 

RE YOU ARMY STRONG? 
A AB Reggie Bush, RB, New Orleans Saints; Vince Young, QB, 
: ey Tennessee Titans; Vernon Davis, TE, San Francisco 49ers; 
Army All-American j t “ie ALU M | | Donte Whitner, DB, Buffalo Bills; Haloti Ngata, DL, Baltimore 
Bowl MVP ; fetes | Ravens; LenDale White, RB, Tennessee Titans; Kamerion 

er Wimbley, DL, Tampa Bay Buccaneers; Nick Mangold, OL, New 

York Jets; Tommie Harris, DT, Chicago Bears; Kevin Jones, RB, 
Detroit Lions; Michael Clayton, WR, Tampa Bay Buccaneers; 
Derrick Johnson, LB, KC Chiefs; Marlin Jackson, DB, 
Indianapolis Colts; Marcus Spears, DE, Dallas Cowboys, Joe 
Thomas, OL, Cleveland Browns; Adrian Peterson, RB, 
Minnesota Vikings; Ted Ginn, Jr, WR, Miami Dolphins; Brady 
Quinn, QB, Cleveland Browns (To see a complete list of 
NFL Alumni visit www.usarmyallamericanbowl.com.) 


a 
a 


For more information on attending the All-American Bowl 
visit www.usarmyallamericanbowl.com and for more 
information on the Army visit www.goarmy.com. 


the Tide, winning the first three all-around competitions of the 
season and earning a spot in Sports Illustrated's “Faces in the 
Crowd”. A healthy Price is a strong weapon in Alabama’s arsenal. 

Sophomore Ricki Lebegern won the Tide’s 20th Southeastern 
Conference championship over the past six years when she 
took top honors on the balance beam last season. Quite the 
accomplishment for a gymnast who wasn’t sure she measured up 
to the Tide’s legacy. 

“To see a young lady like Ricki, who didn’t think she could 
compete on a team like Alabama, who | had to talk into coming to 
Tuscaloosa, do as well as she has this season and be a rock on the 
beam for us is very gratifying,” Sarah Patterson said. 

In addition to her balance beam heroics at the SEC 
Championships, Lebegern was also a steady all-around performer 
during the regular season, a role she should fill again this season. 
She tied with Humphrey for the most routines last season. 

Joining Dennis, Price and Lebegern in the sophomore class 
will be Casey Overton, who was a mainstay of the Tide’s balance 
beam lineup last season and should see action throughout the 
lineup this season, along with Jacqueline Shealy and Alyssa 
Chapman. Shealy, who suffered a season ending knee injury in 
her first competitive routine for the Tide last season, is healthy 
coming into this season and has a chance to make an impact on 


the uneven bars. Chapman joined the Tide in January and is going 


through her first fall training camp. 

Junior All-America Brittany Magee got off to a slow start 
last season, but came on strong at the end. She has the ability 
to compete in the all-around. Magee’s classmate, Cassie Martin 
was a steady uneven bars presence last season and should fill 
that role again this year. Junior Amanda Montgomery made her 
competitive debut last season at the NCAA Central Regionals 
on the balance beam after injuries and illness thinned the Tide’s 
lineup. She provided solid depth for the Tide there and at the 
NCAA Championships. 


Quite An Alabama Legacy 


hile she is a sophomore in class standing, Jacqueline 
Shealy is a virtual rookie when it comes to collegiate 
competition. 

Shealy tore her anterior cruciate ligament (ACL) while landing 
her first collegiate uneven bars routine last season as a freshman, 
bringing her rookie season to an abrupt end. While certainly not 
the way anyone wanted her to start off her Alabama career, she did 
have the ultimate support system to aid in her comeback. 

Not only did the coaching and medical staff do everything 
possible to help her be ready to compete this season, but there are 
few parents who were better prepared to help their child through an 
ACL injury than Steadman and Ann Shealy. 

Both Steadman, a two-time national champion quarterback 
for Alabama in the 1970s, and Ann (Woods), a member of Sarah 
and David Patterson's first team at Alabama, tore their ACLs during 
their collegiate careers. 

Steadman and Ann, who sported huge casts with their injuries, 
commented on how different their experiences were from that of 
their daughter's. Jacqueline was working on her range of motion 
almost the minute her surgery was over and was in full comeback 
mode just days later. 

“Jacqueline is Sarah and David Patterson's first legacy and has 
the rare distinction of being a double legacy.” —Andrew Varble II Mf 
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Junior Ashley O’Neal was one of the athletes that 
Montgomery stepped in for at the end of the season. A three- 
event mainstay all season, a nagging knee problem forced her 
out of the lineup at regionals. She worked hard to make it back 
for nationals, rearranging her floor exercise routine to take the 
pressure off her knee, which should be ready to go this season 
thanks to off-season surgery. Her grit earned 
her the 2007 Lewis Each Courage Award. 

Joining Humphrey in the senior class is Kaitlin White, who 
had her best season to-date in 2007, competing in the vault, 
uneven bars and floor exercise. She also had her best season 
in the classroom, earning Scholastic All-American honors and 
earning a 3.8 grade point average for the year. 

White was joined on the academic honor roll by Chapman, 
Lebegern, Magee, Martin, Montgomery, Overton and Price. The 
Tide’s 3.4 team GPA made them the SEC’s highest ranked team 
once again. 

The Tide added a trio of rookies to this year’s roster. Kayla 
Hoffman, who joins the Tide after deferring enrollment last year 
to compete for the U.S. National team, is joined by Jennifer lovino 
and Megan Mashburn. 

The road to this year’s NCAA Championships will be 
typically tough. The Pattersons are strong believers in competing 
against the best to prepare for the postseason. In addition to 
the SEC schedule that sees Georgia, Florida and Arkansas in 
Tuscaloosa this season, Alabama will take on UCLA and Stanford 
during a West Coast swing. 

The Tide opens the season January 11 at home against 
Illinois. The home schedule also sees Penn State returning to 
Tuscaloosa in March and finishes off with Auburn. The Tide’s 
annual Power of Pink event, which raises awareness for the 
fight against breast cancer, will be the February 8 meet against 
Arkansas. The event has drawn 15,000-plus fans the last two 
seasons and will be broadcast on espn2 again this year. @ 


SWIMMING & DIVING BY ANDREW VARBLE II 


Youth Movement 


Freshmen and sophomores dominate 
men’s and women’s rosters 


long ago-song (all the way back to the 1980s) tells us that 

the children are our future, which is an inevitable truth. But 
for the Alabama swimming and diving teams, both the men’s and 
the women’s squads, the children--in this case the Crimson Tide’s 
freshmen and sophomores--are also the present. 

And while there is anticipation among the coaching staff to 
see how the more than 20 rookies that are currently roaming the 
deck of the Don Gambril Olympic Pool in the Alabama Aquatics 
Center make the transition from high school to major college 
swimming, there is also a sense of excitement about the sky-is- 
the-limit potential of that group especially when combined with 
the 25-plus sophomores. 

Simply put, the Crimson Tide is preparing for a season where 
Alabama's youth movement is ready to burst onto the conference 
and national scene. 

“T’m really excited about this group,” Coach Eric McIlquham 
said, “I like our team chemistry and I like where we're going. 
We've got some growing pains ahead of us as a young team, 
but there is a tremendous upside. I think we’re on the verge of 
something really special.” 

Mcllquham is now in his fourth season as head coach of 
the men's and women’s swimming and diving teams. One of the 
elements that should help make 2007-08 a special season is the 
addition of James Barber as an assistant coach to the Tide’s staff 
that includes Associate Head Coach Sonya Porter and Diving 
Coach Pat Greenwell. 

“James Barber, really gives us a boost,” MclIlquham said. “He's 
going to allow us as a staff to get in there and get really specific 
with our groups and each athlete.” 

That individual attention is a hallmark of McIlquham-coached 
teams and will hold the Tide in good stead this season. 

Of the 33 men on the Tide's roster, 23 are in the freshman and 
sophomore classes, giving Alabama a strong base to build on. 
Coming off last year’s 14th place national finish, the men are looking 
for breakout performances across the board to help make up for 
the graduation of two-time NCAA Champion Vlad Polyakov and All- 
America and school 50 freestyle record holder Apostolis Tsagkarakis. 

The loss of Vlad and Apostolis is a huge hit,’ McIlquham 
said, “But our kids know that it is time to move forward as a team. 
I really expect our upperclassmen to step up, but I also expect 
them to pull our freshmen with them and help the rookies play a 
predominant role right out of the gate.” 

The Tide will also be without the services of distance ace 
Mark Randall as the All-America is redshirting this season as he 
takes his shot at this summer's Olympic Games. 

“Anytime you have to go without a swimmer of Mark's caliber, 


it’s a hit,” MclIlquham said. “But we made a commitment to him 
when he signed that we would help him see his Olympic dream 
through and that’s what we're going to do.” 

Despite the loss of Polyakov and Tsagkarakis and Randall's 
redshirting, the cupboard is far from bare. Sophomore diver Aaron 
Fleshner is coming off a tremendous rookie campaign. 

“Aaron has himself primed and ready coming into an 
Olympic year,” MclIlquham said. ‘He worked hard this summer 
and did a great job at the U.S. Nationals and he's setting himself up 
for a possible spot on the U.S. Team this summer.” 

“The things he accomplished as a freshman, I think it was one 
of the better rookie seasons that we’ve ever had on the boards 
here at Alabama. That’s a testament to him coming in and growing 
over the course of the year. At any point and time he’s a threat to 
win a championship. There are very few kids like that—guys who 
can win a championship--and he’s definitely one of them. 

“He will definitely be one of our rocks this season,” 
Mcliquham said. 

Joining Fleshner off the boards will be sophomores Timothy 
Cline and Chris McCormick along with freshmen Adam Booher 
and Chris Hearn. 

With a year of SEC Caliber competition under their belts, the 
Tide’s sophomore men are primed to play a pivotal role for the 
Tide this season, 

“This is the year for Alin Mihalca to step up in a major way for 
us," McIlquham said. ‘Riley Boulden, Drew Finelli, Luke Boutwell, 
Clint McClendon - that whole sophomore class has the ability to 
really make a difference. With a year under their belts, I expect 
them to step up and play a prime time role this season.” 

From that sophomore class Mihalca, a redshirt sophomore 
who earned All-America honors last season as part of the 
Tide’s relays, will join Finelli, Collin Brosko and Sam Morgan 
in the freestyle events. Boulden and Boutwell help fill the 
Tide’s breaststroke lane while McClendon and Zig Allan swim 
backstroke and Zac Conrad and Kyle Lee compete in the 
individual medley events. 

Among the rookies Catalin Cosma is primed to make the 
biggest impact with the capability of scoring in a myriad of 
different events. He will be joined by Daniel Armstrong swimming 
IM, Alan Axford and Nicolas Giometti in the backstroke lane 
as well as Beau Brothers, James Edwards, Steven Loccisano and 
Daniel Rozick in the freestyles. 

While there are heavy numbers and hot talent in the Tide’s 
youth movement, the veterans have proven their ability as well. 
Senior Mike Jones is an All-America as part of the Tides relay 
squads while junior Chris Perry is a two-year All-America leading 
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off the Tide’s medley relays. Junior Van Diehl competes in the 
butterfly events while juniors Kevin Greer and Austin Shirey add 
depth to the Tide’s freestyle efforts and junior Andy Schnack 
bolsters its backstroke contingent. 

On the women’s side of the slate there is the same sense of 
possibility infusing the enthusiasm surrounding this season. 

“Tam really excited about our women’s team this year,” 
Mcllquham said. ‘We're in the same situation, numbers-wise, 
with our women’s team, having 27 athletes in the freshman 
and sophomore class. I really think last year was great for our 
sophomore class in terms of their experience and development. 
There is so much talent between those two classes, that I expect 
nothing but great things out of those kids. We have everything 
covered in terms of events over the course of both the dual meet 
and championship season.” 

Alabama’s large freshman class in 2007 has matured to the 
point where they are on the verge of making a huge conference 
and national impact on the Tide’s success. 

Alabama will be led this season by redshirt sophomore 
Agustina de Giovanni, who finaled in several events at the 2007 
Pan American Games, and senior Erin Sparks who just missed 
her NCAA cuts as a junior. Among the Tide’s rookies, McIlquham 
is looking for big things from Ida Persson along with Northport 
native Kate Gray. 

“You can just go down the list in the sophomore class--Alyson 
Angle, Maggie Zblewski, Shannon Van Hoy, Hannah Brinks--I 
think every single one of them has the potential to be an NCAA 
qualifier, of being an NCAA scorer,” Mcllquham said. “I also think 
they’re going to take the experience they gained last year in this 
league and really help our freshmen along and show them what University of Alabama 
this place and the SEC is all about.” eins de Giovanni iad Pandit success 

Joining de Giovanni in the freestyle events will be seniors 
Stephanie Johnson and Kim Singer, junior Vanessa Von der 
Heyde, sophomores Von Hoy, Brooke Baldi, Katrice Ewanich, 

Julie Richards and Nicole Roberts along with freshmen Gray, 
Cassandra Craddock and Kelsie Ludolph, and Samanatha Lugar 

In the backstroke lane Angle will be joined by junior Caitlin 
Anderson and freshmen Katherine Black and Jenna Montgomery. 
Brinks and Persson lead a butterfly group that includes 
sophomores Katelyn Davis, Elle St. Charles and Kacey Weddle. 
Sparks and De Giovanni will lead the Tide’s breaststrokers which 
includes junior Mary-Kate Sellers, sophomore Maggie Zblewski 
along with freshman Britney Busch and Paige Troyan. 

Alabama's diving, long a mainstay; will be extremely young this 
season with sophomore Elizabeth Hughes being joined by freshmen 
Olivia Covey, Lauren Dunn, Baylee Ellson and Kasie Talon. 

“We have five divers on the women’s side that should get us 
on track,” MclIlquham said. ‘“‘They’re all solid performers and we 
can expect some great contributions from that group. 

Another thing that has the Tide excited about the 2007- 

08 season is the fact that the Southeastern Conference 
Championships will be held in their pool February 20-23. 

“Hosting the conference championship is going to be 
huge for us,” MclIlquham said. “It is something we’re going 
to be pointing toward as the season goes on. I think our kids 
will have a tremendous amount of confidence going into that 
meet, knowing that we’re competing in our home pool. Being 
so young this year, having this meet at home is a tremendous 
advantage for us.” ga 
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GOLF BY BECKY HOPF 


Getting Noticed 


Alabama men’s golf team ranked among nation’s best 


he Alabama men’s golf 

team returns its top five 
players from a 2006-07 team 
that spent six months ranked 
as the nation’s number one 
team and then produced a 
sixth place finish at the NCAA 
Tournament. That gets the 
attention of the college golf 
world. And so it is that two 
major polls give the Crimson 
Tide a great deal of respect. 

Golfworld ranked 
Alabama second in the nation 
in its collegiate pre-season 
rankings, while Golfweek had 
the Crimson Tide at number 
three in the nation. 

Alabama's golfers 
admit they have returned 
with confidence going into 
the 2007-8 season. This 
is no ordinary group of 
golfers. Winning four regular 
season team tournament 
championships in 2006-07 was 
fun, they say, but they didn’t 
take home the two trophies 
that mattered most to them: 
the Southeastern Conference 
Championship and the NCAA 
Championship. Alabama 
finished second in the SEC, two 
strokes behind Tennessee. 

And so they went to work 
this summer. The result was 
great success. 

Mark Harrell collected 
head-turning nods from the 
PGA’s best when the amateur 
missed the U.S. Open cut by 
a single stroke, going home 
in the same scoring group 
as the number two ranked 
professional golfer in the 
world, Phil Mickelson. He was 
playing one of the reputed 
toughest courses, Oakmont, 
and shot 75-76--151. Harrell’s 
summer also included winning 
stroke play by two shots at 
the U.S. Amateur Public Links 
(69-70--136), finishing tied for 
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11th at 7-under at the Southern Amateur, and advancing to the 
second round of match play at the U.S. Amateur. He made it to 
match play at the Western Amateur as well, a tournament that’s 
among the most grueling with four rounds of stroke play before 
the match play cut of 16. He finished tied for eighth in stroke play 
to advance and drew a top five ranked amateur and two-time All- 
America in match play. 

Gator Todd, Thomas Hugghins, Matthew Swan and Michael 
Thompson also made the field at the Western Amateur. Four out 
of the five—Harrell, Thompson, Todd and Swan--made the 36 
hole cut. 

Michael Thompson made headline after headline all summer, 
first by finishing second at The Players Amateur with a 22-under- 
par finish and winning the Greystone Invitational at 16-under par 
and winning his qualifier at Pinehurst to send him on his third 
straight trip to the U.S. Amateur. There he was nearly unstoppable, 
winning his way to the famed tournament's final where he finally 
fell 2-and-1 to Colt Knost. 

Joining seniors Thompson and Harrell, who were both 
making their third career U.S. Amateur appearances, was a 
first-timer, junior Matt Hughes. He won the Atlanta qualifier to 
advance, shooting 5-under, 69-66--135 to punch his ticket to San 
Francisco and the Olympic Club, though he did not make the cut 
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for match play. 

Senior Joseph Sykora spent five weeks of his summer on a 
mission trip to El Salvador, returned home and promptly went out 
and won the Alabama State Match Play Championship, his second 
titile in three years in that event. 

Matthew Swan, the youngest of the Alabama top five from 
last season, is a junior this season. He enters college play having 
finished tied for sixth at the Southern Amateur at one-under-par. 

“This summer the guys carried over what they did in the 
spring and last fall,” said Tide Coach Jay Seawell. Seawell is in his 
sixth season at Alabama and has coached the Tide to postseason 
play in four of the five seasons he’s coached. 

“Good players just keep playing good, and the guys played 
great this summer,” Seawell said. “Mark making the U.S, Open 
really kind of catapulted everybody into excitement this summer. 
And what Michael did at the end at the finish of the Amateur— 
everybody really, really played well. Everybody had a good 
finish. Joseph won the state match play again, and the fashion he 
won it was spectacular. So I think the summer is going to help us 
again have a successful golf season.” 

Todd also says last season’s success should spill into the 2007-08 
season. Last season he and his teammates had a simple plan. 

“We believed in ourselves,” said Todd, who, along with Harrell 
competed in all 13 of Alabama’s tournaments of its record-breaking 
season in 2006-07. ‘Nobody really expected us to be very good last 
year except for ourselves. We really played well last year. But we’re 
trying not to think about last year. We're not trying to think about our 
success last year; we're trying to get better. I think last year we kind of 
did real well in the fall and played good in the spring but not as good 
as we did in the fall. I think we learned a lot from that. I think we're 
going to be more patient. I'm really looking forward to this year.” 

Last season Alabama spent the middle of September through 
the beginning of February as the nation’s number one-ranked 
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college golf team. It opened the year winning its first three 
tournaments, a school first, then opened the spring with yet 
another team victory. 

Sykora won the Jerry Pate National Intercollegiate, Alabama’s 
own tournament, among a field full of nationally-ranked teams 
and All-America players. And he set the school 54-hole record en 
route, carding a 199 for his three rounds of play at Birmingham's 
Old Overton Club, a score that powered Alabama to its first JPNI 
team title and helped set the school’s team 54-hole record at 819. 

Alabama returned with the entire starting five intact,, led by 
2007 All-America and All-SEC golfer Thompson, 2007 All-SEC 
first team pick Todd, plus Harrell, Sykora and Swan. Only one 
other man played last season, Thomas Hagler, who graduated 
after playing four tournaments. Thompson led with his 71.89 
stroke average in 12 tournaments. Swan averaged 73.0 in 12, Todd 
averaged 73.12 in 13, Sykora 73.29 in 11 and Harrell 73.25 in 13. 

“This team is better; a lot better,” said Seawell in comparing last 
year’s team with his current squad. “Just because we've got another 
year and I think we saw what it takes to win a championship. We 
got close and we saw what we missed, and I think anytime you can 
expose some of the things you need to do to win, I hope we’re going 
to correct those things. But I think we’re one of the top two or three 
teams in the country. I don’t know of any team that’s better than us. 
We can beat anybody in the country if we play well.” 

Seawell says that in Alabama’s 2007-08 season opener the 
combination of last season's success and this past summer's 
work showed in the results. The Tide opened the season in Japan 
with a second place finish at the TOPY Cup September 4-6. That 
tournament pits four of the U.S.’s top-ranked teams against six of 
Japan's collegiate powers. Tide senior Joseph Sykora claimed his 
second career individual championship, besting the field with 
his scores of 67-66-69--202 to finish 14-under par and winning 
by four shots. Thompson finished in a tie for third place. Japan’s 
Tohoku Fukushi University beat Alabama by a stroke for the 
team championship. Still, Alabama finished ahead of number 
one-ranked and defending NCAA champion Stanford and top-10 
ranked Duke and Clemson. 

Seawell said, “I think we have the confidence. These guys are 
good players. They play well almost every week now. You don't 
do the things they’ve done in golf without being a good player. I 
think there was a calmness we saw in our play in Japan. When we 
went to Japan, I could tell there was a confidence about this team 
that makes them very special. 

“T thought we played really well. 1 was proud of us. If we’d 
have won, I would have said we played great,” said Seawell. “We 
were a little disappointed that we were a shot away, but when 
you're playing against some great competition--the best team in 
Japan is just as good as any of the best college teams here—and 
we were playing Stanford. I think we've proven to ourselves that 
we are one of the top two or three teams in the country.“ 

Meanwhile, because his 2006-07 team played until the first 
week of June and days later he was following Harrell at the U.S. 
Open, Alabama's busy summer of golf has left Seawell with little 
time to savor just how successful a season his team had in 2006-07. 

“We run right into the summer with NCAAs, and Mark 
making the Open, I think one day when we look back, it'll sink 
in,” said Seawell. “These guys haven't graduated yet. I think if they 
would have graduated, I would have had a chance (to reflect), but 
everybody's coming back, so my mind has always been forward. 
I think we're very proud of what we’ve done, don’t get me wrong. 
But I think there's a sense that we've left something out there that 
we want to try to obtain this year. So we haven't really looked too 
much backwards. Hopefully this year we'll do something great 
and have a chance to really relish what we’ve done.” | 
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PREP PROSPECTS 


Bama looks at big men around the Southeast 


O ne looking around the country at the very best 
football teams is likely to notice that players are 
getting bigger. And that means the big men are getting 
bigger. No one thinks a thing about 300-pound linemen and 
250-pound linebackers. 

That doesn’t mean you have to have monsters. But every good 
football team is going to have its share of very good big men—the 
offensive and defensive linemen, linebackers, and tight ends. 

Anyone who follows Southeastern Conference football 
knows that you don't play football with smoke and mirrors. It 
takes big men in the trenches. 

Alabama has received commitments from two of the best 
offensive linemen in the state of Alabama, Tyler Love the Scout 
Media four-star offensive tackle from Mountain Brook, and John 
Michael Boswell from Tuscaloosa County in Northport. 

The Tide also has commitments from some of the state’s 
top defensive linemen-- Michael Williams, a Scout four-star 
end from Pickens County in Reform, Courtney Upshaw a four- 
star end from Eufaula, Brandon Lewis, a three-star end from 
Pleasant Grove, and Undra Billingsley, a three-star end from 
Birmingham Woodlawn. 

Alabama Coach Nick Saban also has a commitment from 
Damian Square, a four-star defensive lineman from Yates High 
School in Houston, Texas. 

That brings us to the point. The Crimson Tide has 
won many, many championships and the team has been 
built primarily with players from the high school ranks 
in the state of Alabama. But Alabama’s great teams have 
also always included outstanding players from out-of- 
state, young men attracted to Bama by the coaches or the 
facilities or the tradition. 

This year’s Crimson Tide recruiting effort includes the 
search for more linemen, particularly defensive linemen. And 
Saban has indicated that he is always interested in landing 
outstanding tight ends and linebackers. 


Here is a look at some of the top big men from schools 
not in Alabama who have been linked to the Crimson Tide— 
either Bama having an interest in the player or the prospect 
having an interest in the Tide. 


OFFENSIVE LINE 

Two offensive tackles are committed (Love and Boswell), 
and Alabama will likely take two additional at the position 
in the 2008 class. A lot of focus is on Antoine McClain of 
Anniston, but Bama is also looking outside the state at three 
tackles who are strongly considering the Crimson Tide. 

Barrett Jones, a 6-5, 270-pound four-star offensive 
tackle, from Evangelical Christian in Cordova, Tennessee, is 
considered a heavy lean to Alabama. Jones is rated as the top 
prospect in Tennessee and rated the 15th best offensive tackle 
in the country. 

His father, Rex, played basketball for the Tide, and 
Alabama has been a strong contender for his signature 
since the beginning of his recruitment. Jones has been to 
Tuscaloosa for several unofficial visits, but he has not named 
an overall favorite. His top five include Alabama, Florida, 
North Carolina, Tennessee and Vanderbilt. Jones admits the 
family ties are strong, but that is not the only reason for his 
interest in Alabama. 

“Obviously, there are a lot of family ties,” Jones said. “My 
dad went there. I have a lot of family who live in Alabama. I 
love Kevin Steele. He is a great recruiter, and a great guy. I 
like the way Coach Saban has the program heading. Coach 
[Joe] Pendry has a lot of experience on the offensive line. I 
like the way their recruiting class is shaping up.” 

Cordy Glenn, Scout four-star offensive tackle from 
Riverdale, (Georgia, may announce his college decision before 
this article is released. Glenn, 6-5, 310, expected to make his 
college decision prior to the beginning of his senior season, but 
decided to delay the announcement. Glenn is rated the 22nd 
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best offensive tackle in the county and is expected to decide 
between Alabama and Georgia. 

It’s always tough to pull a player from the home team. 
Glenn has a strong relationship with the coaching staff in 
Athens and has been to the campus several times. Glenn has 
also built a great relationship with the Alabama coaches, but 
he admits the depth chart has caught his attention. 

“They have great tradition,” Glenn said of Alabama. “They 
are getting a lot of big-time recruits. I have looked at their 
depth chart, but they have a few tackles already committed.” 

Glenn understands early playing time is available if 
he decides to go to Alabama, but he will have to contend 
against a great group of linemen to earn a starting role. 

Dallas Thomas, Scout four-star offensive tackle from 
Scotlandville High in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, was impressive 
at Alabama’s summer camp and named the Tide as his overall 
favorite. Naturally, it will be a bit hard to snatch Thomas from 
out of the shadow of LSU’s Tiger Stadium. 

Other out-of-state offensive linemen who may be in the 
Alabama recruiting picture some signing day in February 
are Jimmy Rogers, (Moorhead-Mississippi Delta, Miss.), Nick 
Beckton (Wilmington-New Hanover, N.C.), Michael Lacy 
(Gulfport, Miss), David Spurlock (Murfreesboro-Riverdale, 
Tenn.), Deveric Gallington (Richland Hills, Texas), and 
Omoregie Uzzi (Chamblee, Ga.). Joe Looney (Lake Worth, 
Fla.),a teammate of Alabama quarterback commitment Star 
Jackson, had been considered a Bama possibility, but he has 
committed to Wake Forest. 


TIGHT END 

Alabama will sign no more than one tight end in the 2008 
class. The main target at the position is Tyler Edwards, Scout 
four-star from Ouachita Parish in Monroe, Louisiana. 

Edwards is a solid 6-4, 238-pound, athletic tight end who 
is a perfect fit for the Tide’s offense. He grew up cheering 
for the LSU Tigers during the time Nick Saban was the 
head coach. His brother, Eric Edwards, was on Saban’s 
national championship LSU team. 

The Tigers have already received a four-star tight end 
commitment which could help Alabama’s chances with 
Edwards. He plans to take an official visit to Tuscaloosa before 
making his college decision. 

“Alabama is probably gonna struggle a little this year, 
but Coach Saban will get things going,” Edwards said. “He’s 
working hard to rebuild and has to get his own players in 
there. They don’t expect things to happen right away, but 
they’ll be back on top.” 

An interesting prospect to keep an eye on is LaVar 
Edwards, Scout three-star tight end from Baton Rouge Desire 
Street Academy. He stands 6-3, 284-pounds. He has received 
scholarship offers from schools across the country, but lists his 
top four schools as Alabama, Florida, LSU and Tennessee. He 
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camped in Tuscaloosa during the summer and plans to take 
his five official visits before making a decision. 

“I talked to coach Saban after the camp,” Edwards said. 
“He was telling me how they had already offered me, and 
they want me. He said it doesn’t matter if I played tight end 
or defense. He said he has two tight ends who will be seniors, 
and I would have a chance to play.! could play early on the 
defensive line as well. They have some nice facilities. All the 
people I have met are real nice people. They are either first or 
second on my list.” 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 

Alabama has pulled in several commitments from 
in-state defensive linemen, and the Tide is going after 
several elite out-of-state defenders. Bama has received one 
defensive commitment outside the state from Damian Square, 
a Scout four-star National 100 member. 

Square originally committed to Texas A&M, but re- 
opened his recruitment. He considered the Aggies, Michigan 
and Miami before announcing his decision to sign with the 
Crimson Tide in February. Square was a nice surprise, and the 
6-3, 268-pound defender could see immediately playing time 
in Tuscaloosa. 

“T love how hard they work at Alabama,” Square said. “My 
high school plays the exact system. We even run the same 
type stunts, and I think I will be ahead of some people. Coach 
Saban played a major factor.” 

Square is solid with his decision adding, “I will only 
visit Alabama. 1 won't take any other visit. I love Alabama’s 
recruiting class. I can see the athletes in this class, and that’s 
why I can see a national championship coming soon.” 

Square recorded 91 tackles and 16 sacks during his 
junior season. He will be either a tackle or an end on Bama's 
defensive front. 

Kerry Murphy, who failed to qualify academically for the 
class of 2007, is expected to re-sign in February. Murphy, the 
former Hoover standout and four-star recruit, is spending the 
year at Hargrave Military Academy in Chatham, Virginia. 

A true defensive tackle who could end up signing with 
Alabama is Reggie Ellis, Scout four-star from Washington, 
D.C., Dunbar. Ellis plans to take an official visit to Tuscaloosa 
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during the football season. 

The 6-1, 281-pound tackle has incredible footwork and is 
very quick off the line of scrimmage. 

“Alabama is an SEC school, and they are on the up rise,” 
Ellis said. “I really like Coach Saban. I think it would be great 
to play for him. It’s a school that has a need for my position.” 

Marty Everett, Scout three-star defensive tackle from 
South Sumter in Bushnell, Florida, exploded on the scene 
during the summer. He attended several camps impressing 
college coaches and raking in scholarship offers. Tuscaloosa 
was one of the summer stops, and he will likely wait until the 
end of his senior season to make a decision. 

“TI was impressed with myself,” Everett said of his 
Alabama camp performance. “I made the ‘All-Saban Team.’ 
They taught me a lot I did not know. Alabama is in my top (list 
of schools), and they have a chance.” 

Asked to compare Alabama's four-day camp to Florida’s 
highly-publicized Friday Night Lights Camp, Everett said, 
“Alabama’s was better.” 

Chris Martin, defensive tackle from Fort Walton Beach, 
Florida, Choctawhatchee visited Alabama for Junior Day. 
Some days he says Alabama is his favorite and some days 
he likes LSU best. Martin is 6-5, 290 pounds. He has several 
scholarship offers including Alabama, Central Florida, LSU, 
Maryland and Purdue. Martin plans to take official visits 
before making a decision. 

“I would say that Alabama is the one that is standing out 
to me the most,” Martin said. “I have been up there a bunch 
of times, and I like the school in general. I like the coaches. I 
got to talk to Coach Saban himself, and I really like him. My 
parents like it up there, too.” 

Alabama could add two or three additional defensive 
ends to the 2008 class with several big names left on the 
recruiting board and high interested in the Tide from those. 

A lot of focus is on Robert Quinn, four-star defensive 
end from North Charleston (South Carolina) Fort Dorchester. 
Quinn, 6-4, 255, is a defensive monster and one of the most 
highly recruited prospects in the South, He recorded 89 
tackles and 17 tackles for loss during his junior season. 

Quinn lists Alabama, Auburn, Clemson, Florida, North 
Carolina and South Carolina among his favorites. The 
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early front-runners for 

this talented playmaker is 
Alabama and Auburn, Quinn 
visited Tuscaloosa during 
the summer, and he plans to 
return for an official visit. 

“It was my first visit 
to Alabama,” Quinn said. 
“The campus was huge. 
Everything is really nice. I 
am at a loss for words how 
to explain it. I really enjoyed 
the visit. 1 really can’t explain what I like. I just know it’s a 
place I could fit in, and that is what I am looking for.” 

Chase Clement, Scout four-star defensive end from 
E.D. White Catholic in Thibodaux, Louisiana, is another elite 
prospect on the Tide’s wish list. Clement was sensational 
as a middle linebacker during his junior season recording 
79 tackles and three sacks. He now plays defensive end 
growing accustomed to his future position. 

The 6-5, 240-pound defender is open with his recruitment, 
but Alabama and LSU appear as the biggest players for his 
signature in February. He attended Alabama’s camp during 
the summer, but as a spectator only. 

“Tam really glad I made the trip to Alabama,” Clement 
said. ‘I loved it over there. It’s a great school with a great 
program. I like Coach Saban. He's a great coach. I like his 
style of coaching.” 

Toby Jackson, a Scout four-star defensive end and 
Georgia commitment from Griffin, Georgia, has continued to 
express heavy interest in Alabama despite his commitment to 
the Bulldogs. He plans an official visit to Tuscaloosa before 
signing day in February. 

Jackson has family ties to Georgia with his uncle, Freddy 
Gilbert, a four-year starter for the Bulldogs and UPI All- 
American in 1983. 

“If I were to commit to another school it would be 
Alabama,” Jackson said. ‘'The best relationship I have is with 
Coach [Kirby] Smart. Coach Smart is a very friendly guy. He is 
fun to be around, very energetic. He is a very cool guy to be 
around. He loves to get after it on the field.” 

Dont’a Hightower, Scout four-star defensive end from 
Marshall County in Lewisburg, Tennessee, is one of the South's top 
prospects. Hightower plays defensive end, but is being recruited 
by Alabama as a linebacker. The 6-2, 245-pounder lists the Tide 
among his top three schools with Georgia Tech and Vanderbilt. 

“As far as Alabama, I went down there before they had 
their red and white game,” Hightower said. “I liked it so much. 
They have a new coaching staff. They sat down with me and 
talked about what position I could play, and they actually 
let me watch film on what position I'd play if 1 came down to 
Alabama. So, I liked that a lot.” 


Scout Media 
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Scout Media. 


“My aunt, my uncle and two of my cousins really like 
Alabama,” he said. “If ] were to go to Tennessee or Georgia 
Tech or anywhere else, they’d support me. But if I went to 
Alabama, that would make them more happy.” 

Other defensive lineman who could be on Alabama's 
recruiting list include: Terrence Cody (Mississippi Gulf Coast), 
Nathan Lewis (Boutte-Hahnville, La.), Eilliot Williams (Woodstock- 
Etowah, Ga.) and Khalid Wilson (Monroe-Carroll, La.). 


LINEBACKER 

A need for linebackers is a necessity for the Crimson 
Tide’s class of 2008. The Alabama coaching staff has 
received commitments from several high school defensive 
linemen who could move to linebacker upon their arrival 
in Tuscaloosa 

Alabama will continue to recruit pure linebackers and Bama 
is in the running for the nation’s top linebacker and overall 
prospect Scout five-star Arthur Brown from Wichita-East, Kansas. 

Brown took a summer road trip along with several 
prospects from the Midwest with Tuscaloosa as one of the 
main stops of the tour. 

Brown's mentor and the person handling his recruitment, 
Brian Butler, had plenty of positive things to say of the 
unofficial visit to The Capstone. 

“I can actually say the visit was phenomenal,” Butler said. 
“T can’t really think of any other adjectives to describe it. It 
was fantastic, phenomenal, a first class organization. I would 
say I am very pleased with everything Alabama has to offer.” 

Brown, 6-1, 225, has been described as the best 
linebacker coming out of high school since the Detroit Lions’ 
second year linebacker Ernie Sims. Brown has incredible 
speed and hits like a torpedo. 

One major catch to Brown's recruitment is his younger 
brother. Bryce Brown projects to rank among the top 
prospects in the country for 2009. He, too, was awed by the 
visit to Tuscaloosa. The Brown brothers will likely make their 
college decision together on National Signing Day. 

“IT can say Alabama will play a factor in his decision-- 

a critical factor," Brian Butler added. || 


Name 

Michael Abernathy 
Ken Adams 

Tj. Barnes 

*Mark Barron 
Andre Berry 
*Undra Billingsley 
*Devonta Bolton 
*John Michael Boswell 
Arthur Brown 
Deandre Brown 
James Brown 
Justin Brown 

TJ. Bryant 

Jarrett Burns 
Scott Byrd 

Chase Clement 
Alex Davis 

Peters Drey 
Teavis Durgin 
Tyler Edwards 
LaVar Edwards 
Reggie Ellis 
Marty Everett 
Daniel Forester 
LaPrazier Frost 
Cordy Glenn 
Matthew Gordon 
Robby Green 
William Green 
Dévon Hairston 
Glenn Harbin 
Jarrell Harris 
Dont'a Hightower 
Chris Hood 
*Destin Hood 
David Isabelle 
Dontavious Jackson 
¥Star Jackson 
Terrell Jackson 
Toby Jackson 
Barrett Jones 

Julio Jones 

Curtis Jordan 
Anthony Landrum 
Robert Lester 
*Brandon Lewis 
*Tyler Love 
Chris Martin 
‘Ivan Matchett 
Antoine McClain 
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208 
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180 
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240 
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212 
208 
205 
205 
260 
270 
6-5 
205 
313 


45 
N/A 
N/A 
4.5 
N/A 
N/A 
48 
N/A 
45 
4.5 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
NWA 
49 
4,7 
4,7 
N/A 
N/A 
4,7 
WA 
5.1 
4.9 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
4,55 
44 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
45 
4.7 
N/A 
45 
N/A 
444 
4s 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
45 
4.5 
4.6 
4.6 
N/A 
N/A 
230 
4.6 
N/A 


FOOTBALL HOT LIST 


Andrew Bone of "BAMA Magazine and the staff of Scout Media find Alabama's football 
recruiting staff continues to be involved with a large number of top prospects. 
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Russellville 

Enterprise 

Enterprise 

Mobile (St. Paul's) 

Tarrant 

Birmingham (Woodlawn) 
Norcross, Ga. 

Tuscaloosa (Tuscaloosa Co) 
Wichita, Kansas (East) 

Ocean Springs, Miss. 

Cottondale (Paul W. Bryant) 
Athens 

Tallahassee, Fla. (Lincoln) 
Huntsville (Lee) 

Mobile (St. Paul's) 

Thibodaux, La. (E,D. White) 
Birmingham (Briarwood Christian) 
Mobile (McGill-Toolen) 

Daphne 

Monroe, La. (Ouachita Parish) 
Baton Rouge, La. (Desire St, Acad.) 
Washington, D.C. (Dunbar) 
Bushnell, Fla. (South Sumter) 
Birmingham (Briarwood Christian) 
Mobile (B.C. Rain) 

Riverdale, Ga. 

Birmingham (Briarwood Christian) 
River Ridge, La, (John Curtis) 
Birmingham (Spain Park) 
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Birmingham (Huffman) 
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Huntsville (Johnson) 
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Prattville 

Griffin, Ga. 

Cordova, Tenn. (Evangelical Christian) 
Foley 

Brentwood, Tenn, (B'wood Academy) 
Sweet Water 

Foley 

Pleasant Grove 

Birmingham (Mountain Brook) 
N/A Ft, Walton Beh., Fla. (Choctawhatchee) 
Mobile (St, Paul's) 


Anniston 
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Greg McGrue 
Caleb Mitchell 
Dekendrick Moncrief 
*Wesley Neighbors 
Morgan Ogilvie 
Dayin Palmer 
Quinton Pierce 
DaMario Pippen 
Lavanda Powe 
*Jermaine Preyear 
Spencer Pybus 
Robert Quinn 
*Melvin Ray 
Darrell Reynolds 
Jeremy Rice 

Chaz Rogers 
Justin Rogers 
Jomarcus Savage 
*Burton Scott 
Darrell Simmons 
*Brad Smelley 
*Corey Smith 

PJ. Smith 

David Spurlock 
*Damian Square 
Korey Suggs 
Dallas Thomas 
Demetrius Thomas 
Jacoby Thomas 
Johnny Thompson 
Chris Tolliver 
Zack Townley 
Lavertis Towns 
Barrett Trotter 
Demarkus Underwood 
*Courtney Upshaw 
Lemanski Ware 
Louis Watson 
Coley White 
Charles Whitlock 
Marsellos Wilder 
Rodriguez Wilks 
Branden Williams 
DeMario Williams 
Jeremy Williams 
“Michael Williams 
Jamie Womack 


Lemarcus Wright 


*Committed to Alabama 
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4.6 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
4.47 
N/A 
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4,56 
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Birmingham (Huffman) 
Russellville 

Prattville 

Huntsville 

Birmingham (Mountain Brook) 
Chelsea 

Mobile (Davidson) 

Tuscaloosa (Central) 

Silas (Southern Choctaw) 
Mobile (Davidson) 

Dothan (Northview) 

No. Charleston, S.C. (Ft. Dorchester) 
Tallahassee, Fila, (No. Fla. Chris.) 
Brundidge (Pike County) 
Madison (Madison Academy) 
Guntersville 

Vestavia Hills 

Huntsville (Johnson) 

Prichard (Vigor) 

College Park, Ga, (Banneker) 
Tuscaloosa (American Christian) 
Bunker Hill, W, Va, (Musselman) 
River Ridge, La. (John Curtis) 
Murfreesboro, Tenn, (Riverdale) 
Houston, Texas (Yates) 
Russellville 

Baton Rouge, La. (Scotlandville) 
Theodore 

Mobile (Murphy) 

Fairfax (Valley) 

Rayville, La. 

Winfield 

Dora 

Birmingham (Briarwood Christian) 
Leighton (Colbert County) 
Eufaula 

Lanett 

Mobile (St. Paul's) 

Daphne 

Chester, S.C. 

Tuscaloosa (Central) 

Smyrna, Tenn. 

Phenix City (Russell County) 
Columbia, Tenn. (Central) 
Tuscaloosa (Central) 

Reform (Pickens County) 
Ozark (Carroll) 


Lanstt 
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RECRUITING BY CARY L. CLARK 


Riding High 


Tide basketball recruiting getting rave reviews 


hortly before the last issue of "BAMA Magazine went to 
S press, we got the news of the commitment of Andrew 
Steele to sign with Alabama's basketball team in early 
November. But just after that deadline, the other shoe fell. Yet 
another in-state prospect committed to the Crimson Tide of 
Coach Mark Gottfried. 

JaMycal Green, a 6-foot-8, 225-pound inside force from 
Montgomery’s St. Jude High School, decided to join his close 
friend and AAU teammate, Andrew Steele, at The Capstone. 
Steele. the celebrated younger brother of current Tide point 
guard Ronald Steele, hails from Birmingham's John Carroll 
Catholic High School and is a combo guard at 6-3, 195. The 
third member (at press-time) of the Tide's fall class is Tony 
Mitchell, a jumping-jack forward from Swainsboro, Georgia, 
who checks in at 6-6, 185-pounds. 

Dave Telep, the national basketball recruiting director 
for Scout Media, is considered the most authoritative 
expert in his field. He is enthusiastic about the newsest 
crop of Tide hoopsters. 

Regarding Andrew Steele, the younger brother of Tide 
star Ronald Steele, said, “The next Steele is rock solid as a 
guard prospect, What position is he? I’m not sure anyone truly 
knows, but he’s a guard. At the NBA Camp in June, he played 
off the ball; but when his team needed him to make plays, he 
was the first to step up and assume a leadership role at the 
point. The kid can play. How he gets used at Alabama will be 
a function of his skill development on the perimeter and the 
team’s personnel.” 

Most scouts project Andrew Steele as a two-guard, 
but as Telep points out, he’s a versatile player. Steele 
contributed 17 points, 10 boards and six assists per contest 
last year at John Carroll. 

Then there’s Green, a banger around the basket who 
could be just what the doctor (and the head coach) ordered. 
“Green is the guy who takes on all challengers and fights the 
battles inside,” Telep said. He’s not the ideal size but his ticker 
is bigger than most guys. He's becoming efficient with his 
quick offense at the rim. I think he’s an all-out effort kid who is 
an early starter in the SEC.” 
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Green finished his junior season with averages of 25 
points, 16 rebounds and eight blocked shots. 

The steal of the current Tide class according to many, 
including Telep, is Mitchell. “Tony Mitchell may have the best 
long term chance of playing pro basketball of any of the Bama 
signees,” said Telep. “He’s got tremendous wing size and 
athleticism. He can stroke it and get to the rim equally well. In 
my opinion, he’s one of the best wings Alabama has landed 
under Mark Gottfried.” 

Mitchell is known to be the type of player who can take it 
the rim and dunk on one possession, and the next time down 
pull up and knock down a three-pointer. 

Insiders say Alabama intends to sign four men in the 
November signing class if Bama can get the last one it wants. 

That could be Texas star J'‘Mison Morgan, a 275-pounder 
who stands nearly 6-10. Telep has some advice for Tide fans 
who are on the edge of their seats regarding this prospect: 
not so fast. 

“Alabama is probably somewhat of a long shot to land 
Morgan,” Telep said.‘‘His former high school teammate, 
Darrell Arthur, starts at Kansas,.” 

The team that gets Morgan gets a good one. Telep said, 
said, “Morgan is rock solid inside; he shed a ton of weight and 
his offense is on the rise. He’s a big-bodied center who should 
be an all-league kid in college.” 

He lists Kansas, Baylor, Cincinnati, Kentucky, Louisville 
and UCLA in addition to Alabama. A recent report is that LSU 
has become involved with Morgan. 

If there is a back-up plan to Morgan, it could be Dothan 
Northview’s Xavier Gibson, a 205-pounder who is reed-thin 
at 6-9. 

“Gibson is anyone’s guess at this stage,’ Telep said. 
“Gibson remains a bit more prospect than producer at this 
stage. He’s got great length and ability but his performances 
have been slightly inconsistent.” 

He has a long list of possibilities, including Auburn, FSU, 
Cincinnati, Georgia, and Georgia Tech. 

Though Telep was not asked specifically about 6-9, 230- 
pound Bawa Maniru of Madison Academy near Huntsville, much 


$s 
Andrew Steele will follow brother 
Ron to Bama 


Jim Hawkins 


the same could be said about him, according to most observers. 

There is at least one other Alabama prep star who is listed 
among the nation’s top prospects and linked with Alabama. 
Frank Sullivan is a 6-1, 165-pound point guard at R.C. Hatch 
in Uniontown. He also is being recruited by Mississippi State, 
Auburn, Ole Miss and Alabama-Birmingham. 

Those who follow basketball recruiting recognize that 
Alabama is a big player on the regional and national stage. 
Though traditionally the Crimson Tide program boasts many 
top performers from within the state of Alabama, Bama has 
gone out of state to meet its needs. 

Acouple of out-of-state stars have been linked with the Tide. 

Teondre Williams is a 6-4, 180-pound shooting guard 
from Meadowcreek, High School in Norcross, Georgia. 

He averaged 18 points per game as a junior. He has 
reportedly been offered by Alabama and is also being 
recruited by Georgia, Tennessee, Clemson, FSU, and 
Cincinnati, among others. 

Rashanti Harris is a 6-9, 240-pound center from New 
Hope High School in Columbus, Mississippi. He averaged 19 
points per game as a junior. He said he has not been offered 
by Alabama, but is hearing from the Crimson Tide, along with 
Mississippi State, Ole Miss, and Memphis. 

Shortly after this November’s fall signing period ends, 
Gottfried and his staff will turn their attention to the class of 
2009. Telep thinks they'll do just fine. 

“From 2000-07, Alabama has signed 15 Top 100 
prospects, seven of those players were from the state of 
Alabama,” he said. “An amazing 14 of the 15 were from in- 
state or one state away. Having said that, the Crimson Tide 
has mined talent from their state and region with the best 
of them. Draw a 200-miles radius around campus, see who 
can play, and you're bound to have future Alabama players 
snared in the circle. They do an amazing job with selling 
their brand locally. The top players in the region the next few 
years are obviously DeMarcus Cousins, Christian Watford, 
Ralston Turner, Nieko Hunter and Josh Langford.” 

The 6-9 Cousins and 6-7 Watford are teammates at Clay- 
Chalkville High School in metro Birmingham, though AHSAA 
officials are expected to investigate their residence statuses. 
Cousins played at Erwin las t year and Watford at nearby 
Hewett-Trussville. 

Turner is a member of the class of 2010 who plays at 
Muscle Shoals High at 6-4, 210. 

Hunter, 6-6 and 220, is also a tenth-grader and attends 
Greene County High in Eutaw, one county away from 
Tuscaloosa. Also a sophomore is 6-7, 210-pound post player 
Langford of Huntsville’s J.O. Johnson High. a 
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SPORTSNOTES BY ’BAMA STAFF 


*BAMA Scorecard 


Notebooking Crimson Tide Sports 


Ron Steele Won’t Play This Year 

Alabama star basketball guard Ron Steele has elected to sit 
out this season because he does not feel that he has rehabilitated 
adequately from a series of knee surgeries. 

After struggling through last season, Steele—a pre-season 
2007 All-America—had two surgeries on one knee and one over 
the off-season. 

“T am someone who tries to approach whatever I do with my 
best effort, and I know my body,” Steele said. "I don't believe I 
will be 100 per cent by the start of practice.” 

Steele underwent arthroscopic surgeries on both his left 
and right knees on April 3 and a follow-up procedure on his left 
knee on August 23. “This is something I’ve put a lot of thought 
and prayer into,” Steele said. “I want to play my best and play an 
entire season and know I've done everything I can on the court to 
help Alabama win. 

“The doctors have told me my future for playing is good, 
but right now the timing for me to heal and be back in shape 
like I need to be to play on the level we play isn’t on my side. My 
teammates are out on the floor conditioning every day, getting 
ready for the season, and I know how important that is, and right 
now I’m not able to run and do all the things that they are doing. 
So that's why I’ve decided to do this. Right now my plan is still 
to graduate in December, start taking classes toward a second 
degree in January and then come back next fall and have a great 
senior season with my team.” 

Coach Mark Gottfried said he supports Steele’s decision. 

“Ron and I have discussed this a few times and because he 
feels he won't be at 100 percent this year, I completely support 
him and this decision,” said Gottfried who recruited the two-time 
State of Alabama Mr. Basketball out of Birmingham’s John Carroll 
High School. “I have said many times I will not put him on the 
floor prior to being 100 per cent, and it is my hope that Ron will 
return next season even better than before.” 

The top candidates for point guard this season will be 
sophomore Mikhail Torrance and true freshman Rico Pickett. 

With Ron Steele deciding to redshirt and his brother, Andrew 
Steele, announcing that he will sign with Alabama in the early 
signing period in November, the Steele brothers would play on 
the same team for the first time in 2007-08, 


You Get What You Pay For 

Think inflation doesn't affect college football? From 1970-79, 
Alabama's football record was 103-16-1. The Crimson Tide won 
three national championships. And it is likely the 10-year bill 
for coaching staff salaries—including that of Head Coach Paul 
Bryant—did not surpass $4 million, which is what current Tide 
Head Coach Nick Saban will make in one year. 

Much was made of the revelation that Alabama spends a 
lot of money for its football coaches. Yes, it is a lot of money. 
In addition to the $4 million for Saban, it was revealed earlier 
this fall that Bama's staff is the highest-paid in the Southeastern 
Conference. The assistant coaches collectively will make 
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$2,245,000 this year. It is believed that Alabama's staff is the 
only one in the SEC whose assistant coaches are paid more 
than $2 million. 

But it isn't that Athletics Director Mal Moore said to himself, 
“Let’s see. I've got $4 million a year to pay a head coach and 
$2.245 million to pay assistant coaches. I wonder if anyone will 
work for that?” 

No. What Moore did was go out and find whom he considered to 
be the best head coach, and then to pay what the best should make. 
And that's why Saban is the highest paid college football coach in 
the nation. Then Saban went out and signed up a group of excellent 
assistants. Alabama had the resources to pay enough to attract them. 

What is the perception, other than the jealousy of other 
college coaching staffs (and, possibly, resentment from some 
other areas in The University)? 

It sends a couple of messages to prospects. One, if this is the 
highest-paid staff, it must be the best staff. Two, Alabama takes its 
football seriously. 

It also helps assure stability. 

Saban, who is wont to point out that he was making $8,000 per year 
when he started in the coaching business, said that he thinks Alabama 
has a great staff. Moreover, he said, when they go to work they aren't 
thinking about money. They are thinking about doing a good job. 


Will Bama Get A Heisman? 

As Alabama prepared for its football game against Arkansas 
in September, there was a lot of talk about the Heisman Trophy, 
because the Razorbacks had the leading candidate for the award 
that is given to the nation's best college football player. One 
question to Alabama Coach Nick Saban didn't concern Arkansas 
tailback Darren McFadden. Saban was asked if his goals included 
Alabama having a Heisman Trophy winner. 

Predictably, Saban said his goals do not include that award. 

He said, “Our goals are more ‘Okay, guys, here’s what we 
need to do to win.’ 

“T have tremendous respect for all the guys who have won 
the Heisman Trophy,” Saban said. “Most of those guys were on 
winning teams. Most of those guys had tremendous production 
because of their own ability, but they also had good players 
{around them] that enhanced their chances of having success to 
showcase those abilities.” 

Alabama has never had a Heisman Trophy winner. The 
closest the Tide has come is former wide receiver David Palmer 
finishing third in 1993, his junior season. Palmer would have been 
the leading candidate for the honor in his senior season, but he 
elected to enter the NFL draft. 

Saban said, “It would be great to have a Heisman Trophy 
winner here. It would be exciting for our school, our program, and 
our team. 

“But that’s not something you would put down as a goal to 
have a successful program or a winning team, because there have 
been a tremendous amount of teams that have been successful 
and had winning teams and won championships and didn’t have a 


Heisman Trophy winner.” 

Alabama is probably the nation's 
most successful program to never have 
had a Heisman Trophy winner. But 
backing up Saban’s point, the Crimson 
Tide ranks among the leaders in national 
championships and victories and 
winning percentage. 

Saban emphasized, “I do really, really 
respect the award and think being the best 
player in college football — there are a lot 
of good players — is a tremendous honor.” 


Love These Rankings 

The Alabama men’s tennis team, 
which finished last season ranked 14h 
in the nation, has four players ranked 
individually by the Intercollegiate Tennis 
Association. Last year Bama was 22-8 in 
dual matches and reached the Sweet 16 of 
the NCAA Championship Tournament. 

Alabama's Billy Mertz enters the 
preseason at number 42 after ending the 
2007 spring season with a number 71 
national ranking. The senior from Silver 
Springs, Maryland, and All-SEC selection 
posted a team-high 27 singles victories 
and won 13 consecutive matches from 
October 26 to March 2, Mertz defeated 
four ranked opponents last season with a 
significant win over number 9 Luis Florez 
of top ranked Georgia. 

Sophomore Mathieu Thibaudeau 
joins Mertz in the preseason singles 
rankings at number 97. The St. Georges, 
Quebec, native spent some time in 
the rankings last season, topping out 
at number121. Thibaudeau posted 
an 11-1 record from the number 5 
singles slot and earned 23 total singles 
victories. Last season Thibaudeau 
clinched a team high four matches for 
the Tide, including the match winning 
point over Auburn's Alexey Tsyrenov 
from the number 4 spot. 

Alabama's top doubles team of 
Thibaudeau and Dan Buikema enters the 
2007 fall campaign ranked number 5 in 
doubles. The pair ended the 2007 spring 
season with a number 26 national ranking 
after a showing in the NCAA doubles 
tournament. The tandem fell to Ilinois’s top 
pair, number 5 Kevin Anderson and Ryan 
Rowe, 7-6 (3), 7-5, in the first round. 

Mertz and partner Javier Bes enter 
the fall season ranked at number 53. The 
tandem posted a 17-7 record--13-4 from 
the number 3 slot, 2-0 when playing 
number 2. This is the first national ranking 
for the pair. 

Better Than Before 

The Alabama men’s cross country 
team finished second in the NCAA South 
Region last year. This year when the pre- 


WHAT IT MEANS 
To BE CRIMSON TIDE 


GENE STALLINGS AND ALABAMA’S 
GREATEST PLAYERS 


Alabama football means championships and All-Americans and, for many, memo- 
ries of a man in a houndstooth hat. Some 60 former Alabama players who per- 
formed in Crimson and White over a 
75-year period tell us WHaT (T MEANS 
TO BE CRIMSON TIDE, and many remem- 
ber Paul “Bear” Bryant. His time as a 
Bama player, assistant coach, and 25 
years as head coach is a major part of 
Alabama football, but not the only 
great era. There have also been nation- 
al championships won under Wallace 
Wade and Frank Thomas and Gene 
Stallings. And part of WHAT IT MEANS 
TO BE CRIMSON Tipe is former Alabama 
players’ expectations of more national 
titles. 


WIILAT IT MEANS TO BE 
CRIMSON TIDE 


GENE STALLINGS 


The last coach to lead Alabama to the 
national championship is Gene 

Stallings, who played and coached for 
Coach Bryant before becoming a Hall 


of Fame caliber coach himself. 


Not only have the coaches been legendary but that stellar tradition has spawned 
players enshrined in the College Football Hall of Fame and the NFLs Pro Football 
Hall of Fame, Now, Gene Stallings and ‘BAMA Editor Kirk McNair have collaborated 
to bring together many of the greatest players ever to wear the Crimson and White 
to share their memories in WHAT Ir MEANS TO BE CRIMSON TIDE-GENE STALLINGS 
AND ALABAMA’S GREATEST PLAYERS. 


Among those sharing their memories are: from the “40s and °50s, Harry Gilmer and 
Bart Starr; from the ’60s and ‘70s, Lee Roy Jordan, Joe Namath, Ray Perkins, Ken 

Stabler, Johnny Musso, John Hannah, and Ozzie Newsome; from the ‘80s and ‘90s, 
Mike Shula and Jay Barker. And many more, including those from the new millen- 
nium. 


Gene Stallings reveals much of his philosophy and also tells the story of how he did 
not become Alabama's head [ootball coach in 1983. Kirk MeNair introduces the 
players. 


WHat IT MEANS TO BE CRIMSON TIDE-GENE STALLINGS AND ALABAMA’ GREATEST PLAY- 
ERS is now available. The hardcover book is more than 300 pages in an oversized 

format with archival photographs throughout. To order your copy ($27.95 plus tax, 
shipping and handling) call 1-205-345-5074. You may request a personalized auto- 
graph from Kirk McNair. 
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season poll of the U.S. Track & Field and Cross Country Coaches 
was announced, Alabama was predicted to be the number one 
team in the South Region. 

Last year Bama finished behind Florida State. The South 
Region consists of all NCAA Division I teams in Alabama, 
Mississippi, Florida, Georgia, and Tennessee, 

After the Tide, Florida State is second followed by Florida, 
Belmont, Tennessee, Auburn, Mississippi State, Georgia, 
Georgia State and East Tennessee State rounding out the top 
ten in the region. Other notables include Georgia Tech ranked 
12, Vanderbilt is 13 and Ole Miss is 15. 

Alabama returns a veteran team of accomplished runners. 
The Tide has three All-SEC and All-South Region performers from 
the 2006 season in juniors Abraham Kutingala and Augustus Maiyo 
and sophomore Emmanuel Bor. Bama also returns junior Titus 
Koeh, who was All-SEC and All-South Region in 2005. He sat out 
last season with injury, but is healthy again. 

The polls will be updated periodically. 


Mr. Baseball 

Sometimes they get it right. When the National Collegiate 
Baseball Writers of America selected the 33° annual Wilbur 
Snypp Award winner for outstanding contributions to college 
baseball this year, they hit the nail on the head. 

The award goes to Barry Allen, Alabama’s assistant director 
for media relations. 

Allen, who is in his 244 year in Alabama's media relations 
office and his 19th year as a full-time assistant director, is 
responsible for the overall publicity plan for one of the SEC's 
most successful baseball programs. He oversees the day- 
to-day media operations for the nationally-ranked Crimson 
Tide baseball program and is responsible for producing the 
Alabama Baseball Media Guide, game notes, updating statistics 
and updating the school’s website. Allen also coordinates all 
interviews requests for Coach Jim Wells, the Crimson Tide's 
assistant coaches and the student-athletes. 

“Barry Allen is the heart and soul of college baseball,” said 
NCBWA Executive Director Bo Carter. “There is no harder worker 
in the business, and his knowledge and love of the game can be 
seen at every level.” 

He has worked closely with the UA baseball program 
since the 1987 season, where he has worked more than 1,000 
games. Allen has been associated with three College World 
Series teams (1996, 1997 and 1999), two SEC Championships 
(1996 and 2006) and six SEC Tournament Championships (1995, 
1996, 1997, 1999, 2002 and 2003) during his baseball tenure. He 
has also worked 16 SEC Tournaments and 12 NCAA Regionals 
and served as the NCAA Regional Media Coordinator for the 
1996 NCAA South II Regional, the 1997 NCAA South Regional, 
the 1999 NCAA Tuscaloosa Regional and Super Regional, the 
2002 NCAA Tuscaloosa Regional and 2006 NCAA Tuscaloosa 
Regional and Super Regional. 

“Barry is most deserving of this award, said NCBWA 
Associate Executive Director Russell Anderson. “He does an 
outstanding job of promoting not only Alabama Baseball, but the 
entire sport of college baseball.” 

The award is given in memory of longtime Ohio State 
Sports Information Director and NCBWA founder, the late 
Wilbur (Bill) Snypp 

In 2006, Allen teamed with Greg Seitz, the media relations 
director at Jacksonville State University, to inaugurate a 
baseball media day for all 18 college teams in the state of 
Alabama. It was sponsored by the Alabama Sports Writers 
Association and held at Regions Park in Hoover, site of the 
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annual SEC Baseball Tournament. The head coach and two 
players from all 18 schools attended the one-day event, which 
also featured lunch and a keynote speaker for the highly 
successful event. 

Allen is a former president of the NCBWA and serves on its 
board. He is involved in the organization's preseason and post- 
season All-America teams as well as the Dick Howser Trophy, 
presented to the collegiate baseball player of the year. 

“This is a great honor,” Allen said. “ I have a deep passion 
for college baseball and have developed some real friendships 
over the past 20 years in covering this great sport. “ 

The Anniston native attended The University of Alabama, 
where he earned his bachelor’s degree in Telecommunication 
and Film in 1989. As a student, he worked in the school’s media 
relations office. 

Allen is an avid baseball fan and sports memorabilia 
collector. His travels have taken him to more than 300 professional 
and collegiate baseball stadiums over the last two decades, 

And during the seventh inning stretch of Bama baseball 
games, he entertains by singing, “Take Me Out To The 
Ballgame.” 


Hall Of Fame Honoree 

Former Alabama Track & Field Coach John Mitchell has 
been inducted into his professional hall of fame. It's a mouthful: 
The United States Track & Field and Cross Country Coaches 
Association Hall of Fame. 

Mitchell coached at Alabama from 1969 through 1986, He 
was brought to Alabama by Athletics Director Paul Bryant after 
Bama lost football player Richmond Flowers, Jr., to Tennessee. 
Flowers was also an outstanding track performer and the Vols 
were emphasizing track. 

After his Alabama career, Mitchell became men’s and 
women’s coach at Georgia, 1989-99, In between he was assistant 
athletics director at George Mason. 

Mitchell coached such collegiate greats as Calvin Smith, Pauline 
Davis, Jeff Woodward, Thomas McCants and Debbie Ferguson. 

The Hall of Fame induction ceremony is December 18 in 
Phoenix, Arizona. 

Mitchell was an assistant track coach at Kansas for four years 
before becoming Alabama's head coach. Mitchell’s men broke 
Tennessee's stranglehold on the SEC indoor title by capturing 
the 1972 SEC championship. Tennessee had won eight straight 
SEC indoor titles. Mitchell also led Alabama to the SEC outdoor 
championship in 1980. 

“I'm flattered that people recognize my athletes and my 
assistants who recruited so well,” Mitchell said. “I just sort of 
stayed out of the way.” 

Mitchell said he’s particularly honored to be joining the same 
Hall of Fame class as the late Florida coach, Tom Jones. Mitchell 
hired Jones as an assistant coach at Alabama. 


The SEC And Business 

Former SEC athletes who excelled in sports and later 
became successful business owners are honored each year by 
the conference in conjunction with Regions Financial Corporation. 
Each SEC school has an inductee. 

In addition to receiving recognition from Regions and the 
SEC, each of the inductees will be profiled for their on- and off- 
the-field achievements in an upcoming Lincoln Financial Sports 
SEC Game of the Week. 

This year’s honoree from Alabama is former Bama distance 
runner Frank Bromberg. The 1978 Bama graduate is the owner of 
Bromberg Jewelers in Birmingham. | 


HISTORY BY ERIK STINNETT 


Where Are They Now? 


Hard-hit David Palmer working his way back 


scapability. David Palmer had it. Maybe more than any 

Alabama football player in history. 

But there’s one thing from which even Palmer can’t escape- 
-life’s sometimes cruel twists and turns. And since 1999, the 
Crimson Tide’s legendary “Deuce” has been forced to absorb 
some of the hardest licks he’s ever taken. Today, looking a little 
weary, a little older thanks to a few stray gray hairs on top, and 
looking even more slight-of-frame than he did during his playing 
days because he no longer works out, Palmer is trying to find his 
stride again. 

Life seemed rosy for Palmer back in 1993. After a brilliant 
junior season at Alabama that saw him finish third in Heisman 
Trophy balloting--the highest finish ever for an Alabama player- 
-the silky smooth receiver/punt returner elected to forego his 
senior season and enter the NFL Draft. He was selected in the 
second round by Minnesota. Although he feels the Vikings 
under-utilized him throughout his career, Palmer did produce 
some occasional highlight reel plays over the course of the next 
five seasons. 

In 1999, Palmer blew out his right knee in a game against 
the Dallas Cowboys. It was the beginning of a downward spiral in 
Palmer's life. 

“Thad never been hurt like that before, so I really didn’t 
know what it took to come back from that type of injury,” said 
Palmer, now 35 and living back in his hometown of Birmingham. “I 
wanted to be out there on the field so bad that I jeopardized my 
career by coming back early. It wasn’t the Vikings pushing me; I 
pushed myself.” 

Palmer was forced to retire in 2000 because of the injury. For 
a guy whose whole identity was wrapped up in the amazing feats 
he performed while toting the pigskin, having to give up football 
was a crushing blow, both psychologically and emotionally. The 
football field had always been Palmer's place of solace, which 
was one of the reasons then Alabama head coach Gene Stallings 
chose not to dismiss him from the team after a pair of DUI arrests 
in 1992. As Stallings put it, Palmer needed football more than 
football needed him. 

Eight years later, Palmer sans football--something no one 
wanted to fathom in 1992--became reality. And, as if coping with 
that new void in his life wasn’t already difficult enough, Palmer 
endured another loss a year later when one of his best friends 
on the Vikings, offensive lineman Korey Stringer, died of a heat 
stroke during preseason camp. 

“I went into a deep depression,” Palmer said. “I didn’t care 
about football anymore. I didn’t watch football—college or pro-- 
for about four or five years.” 

The one-time Crimson Tide hero said he “sat around and 
watched my kids play ball.” 

Now, Palmer is about to lose something else: his marriage. 


rfinished 
Trophy 


University of Alabama 
Divorce proceedings are already under way. Palmer, who 
admitted to still fighting depression in light of this latest personal 
trial, said he’s just trying to take it one day at a time. When you 
lose your livelihood, a best friend and now a spouse, that’s about 
all you can do. 

“It’s been tough,” he said. “I have my faith in God, but I really 
don’t have any friends. When my wife left, most of them left, too. 
So actually my faith in God is the only thing taking me through 
this right now.” 

Former teammate Prince Wimbley is one friend who has 
stood by Palmer over the years. The two talk frequently and 
occasionally hang out. Palmer said they like to go bowling on 
Wednesday nights. 

“Prince thinks he’s a professional bowler,” Palmer said, 
smiling. ‘‘For me, it’s just a time to get away and not think about 
a lot of stuff. I enjoy being around a teammate and being 
competitive again.” 

Palmer is also trying to navigate a new career path. He’s 
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currently in his third year working with special education 
students at Parker High School, but has already been approached 
about joining the school’s football coaching staff. He turned 
down the overtures in the past because his two sons were still at 
home and playing high school football games of their own, but 
Palmer thinks the timing might be right next year. He anticipates 
joining the staff as the receivers coach. Where his first coaching 
job might take him after that, Palmer isn’t sure. But he is looking 
forward to finding out. 

“TI lost interest in the game of football because my career 
ended so suddenly,” he said. “But I’m starting to get that 
feeling for it again. I’m really thinking about working towards 
being a coach. I don’t know if it’s going to be high school, 
college level or the pro game, but I really want to teach kids 
some of the skills I had.” 

Palmer also has another goal as he attempts to get his life 
back on track: complete his degree. He mentioned the idea to 
Stallings a couple of years ago during a golf outing in Tuscaloosa, 
and the former Tide boss was in full support of the undertaking. 

“He was proud of me that I even considered going back,” 
said Palmer, who is 48 hours short of earning his degree in 
elementary education. “When a player leaves early, it’s kind of 
hard for him to go back to school.” 

Getting his two sons back in school is another priority for 
Palmer. Like their father, both David Jr., 19, and Davin, 18, are 
standouts on the gridiron. Davin, a 5-foot-7, 160-pound running 
back, is probably the more prized prospect of the two, but, 
according to Palmer, both his sons are likely headed to junior 
college in Mississippi. Due to off-the-field issues, neither of 
Palmer's sons is enrolled in a high school or college. 
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“Davin wanted to go to Alabama, but I don’t know about 
David,” Palmer said. “I don’t know if he’d like following in the 
shadows of his dad.” 

Dad, without a doubt, cast a long shadow at The Capstone. 

Palmer burst on the scene in 1991 as a true freshman when 
he returned four punts for touchdowns, including one against 
defending national champion Colorado in the Blockbuster Bowl 
that helped earn him game MVP honors. His other memorable 
highlight that season was a 10-yard quarterback sweep around 
right end for a score that lifted Alabama to a 13-6 win over Auburn. 

It wasn’t just the fact Palmer made plays that made him 
such an immediate fan-favorite. It was the way he did it. He 
wasn’t big--just 5-9, 170 pounds--and he didn’t possess blazing 
speed. What he did have was a never-before-seen mixture of 
elusiveness, quickness, cut back-ability, field vision and overall 
athleticism that left onlookers spellbound and opponents 
grasping at air. 

Fans dubbed him, ‘Deuce,’ for the number 2 jersey he wore. 
Before long in Tuscaloosa, "The Deuce is Loose!” became the 
second most popular phrase after ‘Roll Tide!" Others called him 
the “Pocket Rocket,” seeing him as a miniature version of former 
Notre Dame star Raghib “Rocket” Ismail, an electrifying receiver/ 
punt returner who finished second for the Heisman in 1990. 

“T felt like anytime the ball was in my hands I was 
unstoppable,” said Palmer, reflecting on the unique skills he 
possessed. “All I needed to do was touch the ball a couple of 
times and I could make something happen.” 

Then came the summer of 1992. Palmer, who seemingly 
could do no wrong on the football field, was arrested for DUI after 
a June auto accident. 

“With me having a big freshman year, I think 
I kind of got the big head and stopped paying 
attention to what was really important,” Palmer 
said. “So the Good Man above sidetracked me for 
a minute to make me get back my focus on what 
was important, what was at hand and what was at 
stake. It was very difficult going through it, but I 
came through it.” 

The hot topic for the remainder of the summer 
involved how Stallings might discipline Palmer. 
Would “The Deuce” play in the season-opener 
against Vanderbilt or would he be suspended? 
Stallings remained tight-lipped. No one knew of 
Stallings’ decision until Palmer, dressed out but 
donning a baseball cap on the sidelines instead 
of a helmet, failed to step on the field against the 
Commodores. 

In the wee hours of the morning following 
that game the unthinkable happened. Palmer was 
arrested on DUI charges again. 

This time, Palmer supporters were few and 
far between. Media members ripped Palmer and 
called for Stallings to dismiss him immediately. 
Palmer acknowledged his wrongdoing. 
Unbeknownst to most people at the time, Palmer 
felt like there had been some behind-the-scenes 
factors at play in his second arrest. ,For a brief 
period of time, he was going to save Stallings 
the mental anguish of figuring out how to handle 
the situation. 

“T felt it was a set-up,” Palmer said. “I wanted 


to quit. I wanted to quit the football team. And actually I did 
quit. If it weren't for (receivers coach) Woody McCorvey and 
my roommate, Sherman Williams, I would not have returned. I 
would have left.” Unlikely as it might seem, Palmer is convinced 
supporters of Auburn had something to do with his arrest. 

In addition to McCorvey, Palmer said Stallings also 
encouraged him not to quit. 

“If it wasn’t for Coach Stallings, I would have probably been 
gone anyway because a lot of folks wanted him to get rid of me,” 
Palmer said. “I really did embarrass The University, and The 
University is way bigger than David Palmer. So I’m very grateful 
that he stood beside me and went out there on the limb for me. I 
think he felt that it wouldn't have been a good thing at that point 
to send me back home. There’s no telling where I'd be today if he 
had done that. God was looking after me and got me through it. 
Maybe I could have got a chance at another school, but it wouldn’t 
have been the same.” 

Palmer stayed at Alabama and served an additional two- 
game suspension before making it back on the field against 
Louisiana Tech, punctuating his return with yet another punt 
return for a touchdown. He had another nice return against Miami 
in the Sugar Bowl, but other than that, his sophomore season was 
relatively pedestrian — at least compared to what he did in 1991 
and against expectations of him for 1992. 

Even winning the national championship couldn't erase 
Palmer’s feelings that he let his team down in 1992. 

“T felt that I didn’t contribute a whole lot to that national 
championship,” he said. “I made a few big plays and scored a 
couple of touchdowns, but a lot of guys stepped up that year and 
had big years on both the offensive and defensive sides. I was 
very grateful for being on that team, but I felt like I didn’t play a 
big part.” 

Palmer rededicated himself the following off-season and the 
result was an All-America year for him in 1993. He logged at least 
100 all-purpose yards in all 12 regular season games, finishing 
with 1,961 yards for the season, second best in Tide history at the 
time. He also set school records for receptions in a season and 
receiving yards for both a game and a season. 

One of the plays he’s most remembered for in 1993 came 
against Tennessee when he ran in a two-point conversion in 
the final seconds, securing a 17-17 tie with the Volunteers 
and preserving Alabama's 29-game unbeaten streak. When 
quarterback Jay Barker went down to injury in the latter half of 
the season, Palmer started seeing more time at quarterback and 
didn’t disappoint. Palmer seemed to be everywhere and doing 
everything in 1993. 

Mississippi State Coach Jackie Sherrill was impressed, 
remarking, ‘David Palmer, without a doubt, has the most 
awareness of a football player on the field I’ve ever seen,’ after 
“The Deuce” caught eight passes for 171 yards and a touchdown 
against his Bulldogs. 

“I just felt like the year I had before was a miserable season 
for me,” Palmer said. “I didn’t get a chance to play all 13 games. 

I never had a season like that in my entire time playing football, 
but one bad season doesn't break a career. So going into that 
next year, I made sure I was in the best shape possible, made sure 
my name stayed out of the media and made sure I stayed low-key 
and under the radar.” 

Palmer, who, as a senior in 1994, would have beena 
frontrunner for the Heisman Trophy--a trophy no Alabama player 
has ever won--decided to go pro after his junior season. 


“The one factor that played into my decision was that I 
had three kids before leaving high school, and (going to the 
NFL) gave me the opportunity to do something for my kids, 
even though I did want to stay for my senior year,” he said. “I 
thought we would have won the national championship again, 
because they were just one game shy of winning it all at 12-1.1 
really think I disappointed those guys by leaving early. If I had 
the chance to do it all over again, I would have stayed for my 
senior year. 

“I had to do some community service for getting a DUI, 
and I told some kids that I was going to come back for my 
senior year and win the Heisman Trophy for them. That's a 
disappointment I have about that. I let the kids down. Then 
again, it could have happened the way it happened with 
Prothro.” Bama wide receiver Tyrone Prothro was compared 
to Palmer as Prothro was having a fabulous 2005 season. He 
suffered a career ending broken leg. 

“The Deuce” is remembered fondly. The DUIs, the un-Palmer 
like 1992 season and the foregoing of his senior season seem all 
to be forgotten. Today, Palmer is remembered as one of the finest 
pure athletes and one of the most exciting football players to ever 
wear the crimson and white. The number 2 jersey still evokes 
memories of Palmer, and any time another small, quick, play- 
making receiver comes along at Alabama—he can expect to be 
compared to David Palmer. 

“Alabama fans tell me I was one of the best players they’ve 
ever seen play football,” Palmer said. “I want them to say the 
same thing about me as a person.” 

One former teammate who knows Palmer the person quite 
already has. 

“He’s a real humble guy, and I’m supporting him,” Prince 
Wimbley said. “Whatever difficult time he’s dealing with right 
now, he’s going to come through it because he’s a positive person, 
and he has surrounded himself with positive people.” | 
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FOOTBALL 

Date Opponent SiteCT (TV) Series Record 
September 1 Western Carolina Tuscaloosa UofA leads 1-0-0 
September 8 Vanderbilt Nashville re UofA leads 57-19-4 
September 15 Arkansas Tuscaloosa 5:45 (ESP) UofA leads 10-7-0 
September 22 Georgia Tuscaloosa x 5 UofA leads 35-24-4 
September 29 Florida State Jacksonville UofA leads 2-0-1 
October 6 Houston Tuscaloosa (Homecoming) UofA leads 9-0-0 
October 13 Mississippi Oxford UofA leads 43-9-2 
October 20 Tennessee Tuscaloosa 2:30 (CBS) UofA leads 44-38-7 
October 27 Open 

November 3 LSU Tuscaloosa 4:00 (CBS) UofA leads 43- 
November 10 Mississippi State Starkville Uof A leads 72- 
November 17 Louisiana-Monroe Tuscaloosa UofA leads 1-0-0 
November 24 Auburn Auburn 12:30 (CBS) UofA leads 38-32- 
December 1 SEC Championship Atlanta 4:00 (CBS) 


(CBS will choose between UA-FSU and Auburn-Florida at 4 p.m. Sept. 29 and will choose between UA-Ole Miss and 
Georgia-Vanderhbilt at 2:30 p.m. Oct. 13). 


VOLLEYBALL IMEN’S CROSS COUNTRY 


Date Opponent Date Opponent 
@ Oklahoma Invitational 
Aug. 24-25 Oklahoma, Seton Hall, Denver 


Academy Sports Invitational ; 4 
Aug. 31- Illinois State, UAB Sept. 29 Bill Dellinger Invite @ Eugene, Ore. 


Sept. 7 @ UT-Chattanooga Invitational 


Sept. 14 Crimson Classic 


Sept. 2 Sacramento State Oct. 13 Pre-NCAA @ Terre Haute, Ind. 

@ Notre Dame Invitational Oct. 27 SEC Championship @ Lexington, Ky. 
Sept. 7-8 Charleston, Ohio, Notre Dame Nov. 10 NCAA Regional @ Gainesville, Fla. 
Sept. 14 @ Tennessee 
Sept. 16 @ Kentucky 
Sept. 19 @ Mississippi State 
Sept. 23 Arkansas SOCCER 
Sept. 28 South Carolina Date Opponent 
Sept. Florida Aug. 31 @ Robert Morris 
Oct. 5 @ LSU 
Oct. 7 @ Ole Miss 
Oct. 12 @ Auburn 
Oct. 14 Georgia Sept. 9 @ Mercer 
Oct. 19 Kentucky Sept. 14 MTSU 
Oct. 21 Tennessee Sept. 16 Memphis 
Oct. 24 Mississippi State Sept. 19 
Oct. 26 @ Arkansas 
Nov. 2 @ Georgia 
Nov. 4 Auburn Sept. 28 Vanderbilt 
Nov. 9 Ole Miss Sept. 30 Kentucky 


Nov. 11 LSU Oct. 5 @ Mississippi State 
Nov. 16 @ Florida Oct. 7 @ Ole Miss 
Nov. 18 @ South Carolina = 

Oct. 12 Arkansas 


Oct. 14 LSU 
Oct. 19 @ South Carolina 


Nov. 19 NCAA Championship @ Terre Haute, Ind. 


Sept. 2 @ Duquesne 


Sept. 7 Kennesaw State 


Alabama State 
Sept. 23 Mississippi Valley 


WOMEN’S CROSS COUNTRY 
Date Opponent 

Aug. 31 Belmont Opener @ Nashville Oct. 21 @ Florida 
Sept. 14 Crimson Classic Oct. 25 Tennessee 
Sept. 29 Loyola Lakefront @ Chicago Oct. 28 @ Georgia 
Oct. 13 Chile Pepper @ Fayetteville, Ark. Nov. 2 
Oct. 27 SEC Championship @ Lexington, Ky. 
Nov. 10 NCAA Regional @ Gainesville, Fla. 
Nov. 19 NCAA Championship @ Terre Haute, Ind. Nov. 19 NCAA Tournament 


Auburn 


Nov. 6 SEC Tournament 


CALL 1-888-979-0979 


2007 ALABAMA WINTER SCHEDULES 


MEN’S BASKETBALL 

Date Opponent 

Nov. 9 Troy 

Nov. 13 @ Mercer 

Nov. 19 Belmont 

Nov. 23 Southern Miss 

Nov. 28 @ Texas A&M 

Dec. 1 SE Louisiana 

Dec. 5 Georgetown 
@ Birmingham 
Nicholls State 
LAS VEGAS CLASSIC 
Wofford 
Texas Pan-American 
Missouri State @ Las Vegas 
Purdue or Iowa State 
@ Las Vegas 

Dec. 29 George Washington 

Jan. 1 Clemson 

Jan. 4 Chicago State 

Jan. 8 Florida 

Jan. 13 @ Arkansas 

Jan. 16 @ Georgia 

Jan. 19 Mississippi State 

Jan. 26 Auburn 

Jan. 29 Tennessee 

Feb, 2 LSU 

Feb. 6 @ Mississippi State 

Feb. 9 @ Kentucky 

Feb. 13 Ole Miss 

Feb. 16 @ South Carolina 

Feb. 24 @ Auburn 

Feb. 27 Arkansas 

March 1 @ Ole Miss 

March 5 @ LSU 

March 8 Vanderbilt 

March 13- SEC Tournament 

March 18 @ Atlanta 


GYMNASTICS 

Date Opponent 

Jan. 11 Illinois 

Jan. 18 @ Auburn 

Jan. 25 @ Kentucky 

Feb. 1 Georgia 

Feb. 8 Arkansas 

Feb. 22 @ LSU 

Feb. 29 Florida 

March 7 @ Stanford 

March 9 @ UCLA 

March 14 Penn State 

March 21 Auburn 

March 29 SEC Championships @ Duluth, Ga. 
April 12 NCAA Regionals TBA 


April 24-26 NCAA Championships @ Athens, Ga. 


WOMIEN’S BASKETBALL 

Date Opponent 

Nov. Tulane 

Nov. l¢ @ Samford 7:30 

Nov. Arkansas State TBA 

Nov. 2< Junkanoo Jam @ Grand Bahamas 

Nov. (Eastern Michigan, NC State, 
Washington State) 

Nov. @ Belmont 

Nov. @ Tennessee Tech 

Dec. Louisiana Tech 

Dec. St. Mary’s 

Dec. 1! @ UT-Chattanooga 

Dec. Alabama A&M 

Dec. Hampton 

Dec. Jacksonville State 

Jan. 2 East Tennessee 

Jan. 5 SE Louisiana 

Jan. 10 South Carolina 

Jan. 13 @ Florida 

Jan. 17 Arkansas 

Jan. 20 @ Georgia 

Jan. 27 Auburn 

Jan. 31 @ Mississippi State 

Feb. 3 @ Ole Miss 

Feb. 7 LSU 

Feb. 10 Vanderbilt 

Feb. 14 @ Auburn 

Feb. 17 @ Kentucky 

Feb, 21 Tennessee 

Feb, 24 Ole Miss 

March 2 @ Vanderbilt 

March 6-9 SEC Tournament @ Nashville 


SWIMMING & DIVING 
Date Opponent 
Oct. 13 Georgia Tech, Clemson, FSU 
@ Atlanta 
Oct. 26-27 @ SMU Classic (W) 
Nov. 2 LSU (M&W), Vanderbilt (W) 
Nov. 10 Delta State, Centenary 
@ Athens, Miss. 
Nov. 30- Ohio Diving Invitational 
Dec, 2 @ Columbus 
Nov. 30- Alabama Classic 
Dec. 2 (Swimming only) 
Jan. 19 Kentucky 1:00 
Jan. 26 South Carolina, Georgia 11:00 
@ Columbia 
Feb. 20-23 SEC Championships @ Tuscaloosa 
March 1 Bulldog Invitational @ Athens 
March 8 Auburn Last Chance 
March 14-18 NCAA Zone Diving @ Auburn 
March 20-22 Women’s NCAA @ Columbus, Ohio 
March 27-29 Men’s NCAA @ Federal Way, Wash. 
(All times tentative) 
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